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Loquar ad cor ejus, et ab ipſo quod voluero, im- 
petrabo. 


I will ſpeak to his heart, and from it obtain what- 
ever I ſhall deſire. 


S. Bonavent, in ſti mulo amoris, 
P. 1. cap. 1. 
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T is the ordinary lot of the works of 
God to be contradicted, The more 
they contribute to his greater glory, the 
more is the rage of hell levelled againſt 
them. The devotion to the ſacred heart 
of Jeſus was to be diſtinguiſhed by this 
character; it was too pleaſing to God 
not to meet with great oppoſition, where= 
ever it ſhould be eſtabliſhed. 

The devotion took its origin from a 
revelation; this was a ſufficient reaſon 
at firſt for many perſons to rejett it, as if 
thole favors were to be no mere, and as 
if the Almighty ſhould not communicate 
himſelf at preſent to pious ſouls by ſuch 
extraordinary ways, The novelty of the 
devotion was a pretext to ſome to rile up 
againſt it, not conſidering that the moſt 
ſolid devotions and the molt ancient hav- 
Ing all had a beginniug, the ſame objec- 
tions might have been made to all. Some 
tranſported with a ſpirit of contradittion, 

A 2 formed 


iv TBE PREFACE. 


20 


— 


formed difficulties without end. The 
found ſome in the objett of the devotion 
itſelf, in its nature, and even in its very 
name; they diſputed about what they 
neither examined or underſtood. There 
were many who ſpoke of this new wor- 
ſhip with no other view, but to render it 
contemptible; they thought to have con- 
futed all the pious ſouls devoted to the 
facred heart by aſking them with a kind 
of ſneer, if they would not ſoon celebrate 
the feaſt of the foot or of the hand of 
Jeſus, for why ſhould they rather wor- 
ſhip the heart? If ſuch unbelieving cri- 
tics will read the following work, the 
will know the reaſon why, and will be a- 
ſhamed of their jeſts on a ſubjett ſo di- 
vine. We mult not divide jeſus Chriſt, 
ſaid others; he 1s whole and entire in 
the ſacrament of the altar; let us wor- 
thip him there whole and not in part on- 
ly, as if Jeſus Chriſt was more divided by 
the devotion to his ſacred heart, than by 
that to his wounds, to his name, to bis 
blood, &c. or to any particular myſtery 
of his life; in ſhort, many who had but 
an obſcure and a very imperſe& idea of 
the devotion, did not diſtinguiſh it from 
that of the bleſſed ſacrament, and could 
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not bear that a name ſo new ſhould be 
given to ſo ancient a devotion. 

The diſpofition of the minds being ſo 
unfavorable, the devotion ſo holy in it- 
ſelf, and ſo fit to gain the hearts could 
not extend very much. Unknown to the 
multitude, deſpiſed, and even contradict- 
ed by many who knew it, it remained 
confined to a few holy fouls, who durſt 
not ſhow themſelves for fear of being ex- 
poſed to a kind of perſecution. 

Thus the devil firove to oppoſe this 
holy work in its very beginning; he fore- 
ſaw how fatal the conſequences would be 
to his empire; he roſe therefore to de- 
ſtroy it, or at leaſt to ſtop its progreſs. 
But what can hell and the contradictions 
of men do againſt the will of the Al- 
mighty? The happy day being arrived, 
when God had reſolved to reveal to men 
the riches of the heart of his only Son, 


— — 


and to make them adore and honour it in 


a worthy manner, his wiſdom knew how 
to remove all difficulties, and this new 
devotion was ſeen to ſpread in the church, 
with a ſucceſs ſo rapid and ſo univerſal, 


that one muſt acknowledge the finger of 
God in it. | 
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In the plowing work we will endea- 
vour to lay before our readers what hap- 
pened on that occaſion, and in order not 
to forget any thing that might be expect- 
ed from our exattneſs in regard of this 
new ſubject, and at the ſame time to ſet 
in a proper order what we have to ſay 
about it, we ſhall divide our work into 
two parts. The firſt will contain what 
has reference to the devotion, its nature, 
its origin, its progreſs, its end, &c. In 
the jult idea which will be given of its 
nature will be ſeen a mark of ſolidity, 
which is not inferior to any other devo- 
tion, and it will be eaſy to find in its ori- 
gin and progrels the viſible power of 
God, The ſecond part will treat of its 
prattice, and in explaining it the reader 
will be convinced that it contains no- 
thing but what is conformable to the true 
ſpirit of religion, and moſt worthy of the 
piety of a Chriſtian ſoul, 

Sweet Jeſus! give thy bleſſing to theſe 
my weak endeavours, that they may in 
ſome meaſure contribute towards making 
thy divine love known, and thy ſacred 
heart honoured and reverenced by man- 
kind. May we by thy lupernatural grace 
become ſuſceptible of thy heavenly in- 

ſtrudions; 
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ſtructions; may we be preſerved from 
that ſpirit of libertiniſm, of infidelity and 
profaneneſs, and from that preſumption 
and ſpirit of pride, which in reality is 
the greateſt of all weakneſs, ſo that our 
minds being by thy favor repleniſhed 
with a holy ſimplicity, we may diſcover 
thoſe riches, which are contained in thy 
ſacred heart, and prattifing with love, 
honour and reverence this holy devotion 
during our lives, we may be made parta- 
kers of the glory this moſt ſacred heart 


enjoys in heaven. Amen, ſweet [elus! 
Amen. 
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THE 
DE V:0:T IT 
TO THE 
SACRED HEART 


JESUS. 


PART I THE FIRST. 


CHAP. I. 
Of the Nature of the Devotion to the facred 
Heart of Jeſus Chriſt. 


O ſatisfy the enlightened reader on 
this important point of our work, it 


will be neeeſſary to begin by making two 


eſſential obſervations. 

1. An object which conſidered pre- 
ciſely in itfelf is not worthy of certain 
honors, may by an intimate union with 
another object to which they are due, 


become entitled to them. Thus the ſa. 


cred humanity of Jeſus Chriſt as a cre. 
ated object is not worthy of the adora- 
tion of Latria the ſupreme worſhip, but 
| B becomes 
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becomes wortby of it by its intimate 


union with the divinity, ſo that by a ſin- 
gle act we adore indiviſibly the humani- 
ty and divinity, as all divines teach after | 
St. Thomas, p. g. I. 25. art. 2, 3. The | 
ſame may be ſaid of all natural objects: 
the human body by its union with the | 
foul acquires a right to all thoſe honors | 


which are paid to the ſou]: equal ho- 
nor is paid to both theſe objects which is 
equally referred to body and ſoul; it is 


a general maxim that a ſpiritual objett | 
communicates its dignity and its excel- ix 
lence to the material obje@ to which it 

is united, and in this ſtate renders it wor- 


thy of the honors which are paid to itſelf, 

2. In every devotion and every feſti- 
val which regards the ſacred humanity 
of Jeſus Chriſt, there are two objects, 


the one ſenſible and materia], the other | 
Ipiritual and inviſible, which are cloſely | 
united and indiviſibly honored from the 


communication we have juſt now men- 
tioned. But it is the ſenſible material 
object which gives the denomination to 
the devotion or feſtival. A few exam- 
ples will wake this clear. Let us take 
the devotion to the croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
to his wounds, to his name, which the 


** 
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church has made ſo many feſtivals. 
What is the object of the feaſt of the 
croſs? It is twofold. There is a mate- 
rial object, which is the croſs itſelf, and 
there is a ſpiritual object, namely Jeſus 
Chriſt crucihed and conſummating on 
the croſs the ſacrifice of our redemption. 
The ſpiritual object communicates to the 
crols its dignity, and by its union renders 
it worthy of the great honors which are 
ſolemnly paid to it by the church. But 


the feſtival does not take its name from 


this ſpiritual object, but from the mate- 
rial, and it is called the feaſt of the croſs. 
In like manner the devotion to the 
wounds of Jeſus Chriſt has two obje&s 
indiviſibly united, the wounds them- 
ſelves, which are a ſenſible object, and 
the ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt cauſed by 
thoſe wounds, and the myſtery of love 
therein contained, which form a ſpiritual 
object. The devotion takes it name from 
the wounds the ſenſible object, but it is 
the ſpiritual objett, or. the myltery of the 
ſufferings and love of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
renders theſe wounds ſo venerable and 
amiable, The ſame may be ſaid of the 
teſtival of the name of jeſus Chriſt. The 
name itfelf exhibited to the faithful is the 

| x. ſenſible 
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ſenſible object. The ſpiritual object 
are the myſteries contained in this name, 
which expreſſes all the grandeur of a Man- 
God. What we have ſaid of theſe three 
devotions. may be applied to all others. 
I now come to the ſubjett before us, and 
I will endeavour to give you a clear and 
diſtin& idea of the devotion of which we 
treat. | | 

If we would enter into the deſigns of | 
Jeſus Chriſt, we need look no farther for 
this idea of the devotion to his ſacred 
heart, than to the revelation which gave 


riſe to it. Since it has pleaſed our di- 


vine Redeemer to explain himſelf on the 
ſubject, his own words will furniſh the 
beſt idea we can form of it. He has 
ſpoken ſo plainly that he cannot be miſ- 
underſtood. We will lay before our rea- 
ders this part of the revelation ;. but ſince 
the church has delivered no opinion on 
this revelation, or on the ſanctity of the 
perſon who received it, I mult conform 
to the wile regulations of the holy See, by 
declaring that I deliver this revelation as 
an hiſtorical fact wel] enough grounded to 
deſerve the aſſent and belief of the faithful. 
I ſpeak of it as the revelation of St. Ju- 
liana which gave occaſion to the feſtival 
of 
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of the Body of Chriſt was ſpoken of at the 
time. I claim no other authenticity for 
it than was formerly allowed to the reve- 
lations of St. Magdalen de Pazzy and St. 
Catherine of Sienna, &c. before they 
were canonized. Having made this de- 
claration, I proceed to the revelation it- 
ſelf. On a certain day within the octave 
of Corpus Chriſt: Jeius Chriſt appeared 
to the mother Mary Margaret a holy 
nun in the convent of the Viſitation of 
our bleſſed Lady at Parroy in the pro- 
vince of Burgundy, and ſpoke thus to 
her. © You cannot,“ ſays he, * teſtify 
* thy love for me better, than by doin 
* what I have ſo often aſked at thy 
te hands; and diſcloſing his ſacred heart,“ 
he ſaid, © Behold this; heart, which has 
% loved mankind ſo tenderly, and ſpared 
* nothing even to the walling and con- 
fuming itſelf in teſtimony of its love; 
and yet in return I generally meet with 
nothing but ingratitude, contempt, la- 
crileges, irreverences, and coldnels 
even in the very ſacrament of my love; 
* and ſtill what more ſenſibly affects me, 
is, that I receive this uſage from hearts 
e peculiarly conſecrated to my lervice, 
* Whereture 1 demand of thee that the 
* firſt 
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e firſt Friday after the octave of the 
© blefled Sacrament be conſecrated to a 
« ſpecial feaſt in honor of my heart; that 
* a ſolemn reparation of honor, and a 
* public actof atonement be offered to it 
e on that day, and holy communion re- 
« ceived with an intention to repair by 
« it, as far as poſſible, all the injuries and 
* affronts it has received when expoſed 
* on the altars; and I promiſe it ſhall 
« dilate itſelf to pour profuſely the gifts 
* of the divine love on all ſuch perſons 
as ſhall pay to it this homage, and in- 
« duce others to the performance of the 


e to my ſervant N N, and bid him from 
« me to do all he can to eſtabliſh this 
« devotion.” | | 

It is evident from the context of this 
revelation, 1. That Jeſus Chriſt wiſhes 
to eſtabliſh a particular devotion to his 
lacred heart. This is what his words ex- 
preſs, this is what he aſks of this holy 
foul. He declares that nothing can be 
more agreeable to him. He therefore 
commands her to addreſs herſelf to his 
ſervant, and to deſire him to do all that 
he can to ellabliſh this devotion. He 
will have it to be a particular _—_— 

an 
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and appoints a day for its celebration. 
2. It is equally evident that all this is to 
be underſtood of the heart of Jeſus Chriſt 
in its proper and natural ſtate, and not 
in a metaphorical ſenſe. It is evident 
from his opening and ſhowing his heart. 
Behold that heart, &. He ſpeaks of the 
heart which he ſhows. It is this heart he 
wiſhes to be honored by a particular feſ- 
tival. We can give no other ſenſe to 
the repetition of the word heart in this 
revelation without offering violence tv 
the words and to the actions of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Again it is evident that where- 
ever this devotion is named in the life of 
the venerable mother Margaret, ſhe al- 
ways conſiders the heart of Jeſus in this 
natural ſenſe. | 
This adorable heart is then the ſenſible 
object of the devotion which Jeſus Chriſt 
deſires to eſtabliſh. I call it the ſenſible 
object in the ſenſe of the foregoing ob- 
ſervations. For you muſt take notice 
that this devotion, like many others, has 
two united objects which are indivifibly 
honored, one lenſible and material, the 
other ſpiritual and inviſible, Our Sa- 
viour has pointed out the ſenſible object, 
which is his adorable heart; from it the 
AZ | devotion 
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devotion takes its name. The ſpiritual 
and principal object is marked out by the 
following words of Jeſus Chriſt.“ Be- 
* hold this heart which has ſo loved man 
ee that it has ſpared nothing, nor heſi- 
de tated to exhauſt and conſume itſelf in 
* teſtimony of its affection,” Jeſus 
Chriſt expreſſes in the language of the 
Holy Ghoſt and of men the love he bears 
us by attributing it to his heart : this un- 
bounded love burning in his ſacred heart 
is the ſpiritual object of this devotion. 
This unbounded love being intimately 
united to the heart renders it worthy of 
the fame honors, the fame worſhip, and 
the ſame affections as are due to the love 
itſelf as we have obſerved above. 

But we muſt here make an obſervation 


 effential to the nature of this devotion. 


The love of Jeſus Chriſt which burns in 
his heart, muſt be conſidered as a love 
deſpiſed and infulted by the ingratitude 
of mankind, This circumſtance is clear- 
ly expreſſed in the following words of 
Jeſus Chriſt. “ And in return I receive 
“ nothing from the greateſt number but 
„ ingratitude, but contempt, diſreſpect, 
«© facrileges and infenfibility in this ſa- 
* crament of my love.” The heart of 


Jeſus 
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great a reſemblance between that and the 
feaſt of the ſacred heart of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that if we attentively conſider the origin 
and progreſs of both, the contradictions 
they met with, and many circumſtances 
attending their eſtabliſhment, we ſhall 
find ſo perfect a conformity, as well de- 
ſerves our attention. DEL 

The moſt authentic monuments. of 
hiſtory make it evident, 1. that the fe- 
ſtival of Corpus Chriſti owes its origin to 
a private revelation. The bull of its in- 
ſtitution eſtabliſhes.this fact. In it Urban 
ſpeaks thus. When we were in an 
«inferior rank, we knew that there had 
«been a private revelation that this fe- 
* {tival would one day be celebrated by 
«the whole church.” | 

2. It is certain that this inſtitution met 
with great oppolition. My. readers will 
not be diſpleaſed that I give them a ſhort 
ſketch of what the hiſtorians of thoſe 
times have written on the ſubjeR&. 

In 1210, there was a nunnery in the 
neighbourhood of Liege: here lived in 
filent ſolitude a virgin named Juliana, 
and ſince canonized. God, who takes a 
pleaſure in communicating his ſecrets to 
the ſimple and the innocent; and in em- 


ploying 


18 . THE DEVOTION ro THE 


— 


ploying weak inſtruments to effect his 
greateſt deſigns, being deſirous to eſta- 
bliſh in his church the feſtival of Corpus 
Chriſti, was pleaſed to reveal his deſign 
to this holy nun, declaring at the ſame 
time, that ſhe was the perſon he meant to 
employ on the occaſion. The humble 
virgin aſtoniſhed at the novelty of the 
undertaking, and ſtill more at the diffi- 
culty of its execution by ſo feeble an 
inſtrument confined within the walls of a 
monaſtery, heſitated and miſtruſted the 
revelation. God preſſed her interior! 

to open her ſentiments; ſhe ſtill . 
and during twenty years ſhe kept the 
ſecret locked up in her own breaſt. At 
length yielding to the apprehenſion of 
offending God and the cruel ſtruggle 
which tore her breaſt, ſhe reſolved to 
open herſelf to her eonfeſſor. He was a 
Canon of Liege a pious and learned man, 
and endowed with: the direction of ſpirits. 
He had long been acquainted with the 
virtuous juliana, and aſſiſted by a light 
from heaven, which God never fails to 
impart to his--miniſters on theſe occa- 
ſtons, he was convinced. of the truth of 
the revelation. But to proceed with 
caution in a matter of this importance, K 
too 
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took the opinion of other ſpiritual and 
learned men, who were unanimouſly of 
the ſame opinion. They promiſed to join 
him in the execution of his pious deſign. 
But no ſooner had the report gone forth 
that a new feſtival was to be eſtabliſhed 
in honor of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt, 
than the loudeſt clamours were raiſed 
againſt it. Hiſtory repreſents it as a ſign 
ſet up for contradiftion. Men of all 
deſcriptions, and ſome members of the 
chapter of Liege joined the oppſition. 
The revelation made to juliana was 
treated as an idle dream, and ſhe herſelf 
as a deluded devotee. The peace of the 
church was declared to be in danger. 
They carried their reſentment ſo far 
againſt Juliana, that they obliged her to 
quit her convent, and all thoſe who took 
her part, were conſidered as weak heads 
or bad hearts. Some ſpecious arguments 
were adduced to diſcredit the devotion. It 
was ſaid to be new, uſeleſs, and ſingular. 
They contended that all innovation in reli- 
gion is dangerous. They pretended neither 
to be better or worſe than their anceſtors. 
Why adopt other uſages? They were 
contented with the devotions they found 
eſtabliſhed. Why ſhould we ſeek others? 

" D 2 But 
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But this particular devotion is perfealy 
uſeleſs. It is celebrated on Thurſday in 
Holy Week, and a commemoration is 
daily made of it in the Maſs: what need | 
can there be for a new feſtival? The 
very name of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt 
furniſhed arms to thoſe, who watched 
only for opportunities to oppoſe it. What 
has fince been ſaid of his ſacred heart 
was then applied to his Body; it was 
conlidered only as a material part of his 
humanity ; he is adored whole and entire 
on the altar; why ſplit him into parts, 
why adore his Body rather than his ſoul 
or his divinity ? ' 

Thus the new 3 was attacked 
on all ſides with great warmth and obſti- 
nacy. But God in his wiſdom was pleaſed 
to ſecure its ſucceſs. The firſt perſon 
employed was the biſhop of Liege, who 
in 1246 approved of it for his dioceſe. 
From thence it ſpread into other pro- 
vinces but not without oppoſition, till 
Urban IV. propoſed it to the whole 
church; nor did oppoſition entirely ceaſe 
till this bull was confirmed by Clement V. 
in the council of Vienne in 1311, and 
the church now peaceably enjoys the 
poſſeſſion of this amiable feaſt, after it 


had been conteſted for fourſcore years. 
We 
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| We come now to the ſubjett before us. 


Ina fmall town called Paroy le Monial 


in the province of Burgundy and dioceſe 
of Autun there is a convent of the Viſi- 
tation of the bleſſed Virgin Mary. Here 
a holy nun named Mary Margaret was 
conſecrated to Jeſus Chriſt at the age of 
twenty, and lived in retirement unknown. 


She died there in the odor of ſanctity 
aged forty on the 14th of October, 1690. 


Her virtues are atteſted by her ſuperiors, 


and we learn by a writing ſhe gave in 


obedience to her director, how eminently 
the was favored by Almighty God. 


This holy virgin was choſen by Jeſus 
Chriſt to give a beginning to the devo- 
tion to his ſacred heart. To diſpoſe her 
to accompliſh his deſign, he infuſed into 
her a perfect knowledge of the excel- 
lence, the perfettions, the ſufferings of 
this heart. This gave her an ardent de- 
fire to ſee it known, honored and glori- 
fied by all creatures. When ſhe was thus 
prepared, Jeſus Chriſt one day appeared 
to her and declared to her bis intention 


of eſlabliſhing a ſolemnity in honor of his 
ſacred heart, adding that he choſe her to 
be the inſtrument of carrying it into ex- 
ecution. Happy to ind that the devo- 


tion 
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tion was to be eſtabliſhed; ſhe trembled 
at the thought of being employed in it. 
Her youth, her natural diffidence, and 
her retirement from creatures made her 
conclude that the execution of the deſign 
mult in her hands be impoſſible. Under 
this impreſſion ſhe ſtudiouſly concealed 
the revelation. But God ſtill urging her 
to obey, ſhe at length conceived that ſhe 
could no longer reſiſt without guilt. Fa- 
ther Claud la Colombiere of the ſociety 
of Jeſus coming providentially to Paroy, 
ſhe determined to open herſelf fully to 
him. This holy man, whoſe eminent 
ſanctity and excellent writings ſtill pre- 
| ſerve his memory freſh in the minds of 
the faithful, Full of the ſpirit of God, not 
content with hearing from her mouth 
all that had paſled as above mentioned, 
obliged her moreover to deliver in vrit- 
ing, a ciicumſtantial account of the reve- 
lation ſhe had received and ſo long con- 
cealed concerning this devotion to the 
ſacred heart. We have in the foregoing 

chapter quoted and explained it. | 
He was too well acquainted with the 
eminent ſanity of his penitent to doubt 
her ſincerity, and he conſidered the con- 
cluding injunction as an order of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt obliging him to uſe all his —— 
vours to promote the deſign. But his 
abſence from France, his infirmities, and 
the ſhortneſs of his remaining exiſtence 
prevented his making any conſiderable 
progreſs at the time. But we ſhall ſoon 
ſee that he was an inſtrument in the 
hands of providence even after his death. 


| EE" — — 
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| The Progreſs of the Devotion. 


HE works of father la Colombiere 
were publiſhed after his death and 
among the reſt the journal of his retreats, 
which among other things contained the 
revelation we are ſpeaking of. Another 
jeſuit going to Paroy and enjoying the 
confidence of this holy nun, publiſhed a 
treatiſe on the devotion to the ſacred 

heart of . Jeſus. It was well received b 
the public, and a larger work on the ſame 
ſubject met with equal ſucceſs, but it was 
not laſting; a warm oppoſition enſued, 
People of all deſcriptions clamorouſ] 
reprabated what they called a novelty 
capable 
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capable of: diſturbing- the peace of the 
church, Every thing relating to the de- 
votion even the very name became odi- 
ous. The ſame difficulties were urged 
againſt this devotion, as had been urged 
againſt the feſtival of Corpus Chriſti. But 
as they did not ſucceed on the latter oc- 
caſion, ſo neither did they on this. It is 
true, few perſons embraced it for ſome 
time and practiſed it in private. Truth 
triumphed at laſt. It was firſt introduced 
into religious houſes, and was ſoon ap- 
proved by the biſhops. Under their 
protection ſeveral confraternities were 
eredted, to which many indulgences were 
granted by the holy ſee. Books were 
printed, images of the ſacred' heart were 
hung up, chapels and altars were dedi- 
cated to it. Moſt of the towns in France 
celebrated the feaſt, and it was ſoon 
adopted by the neighbouring kingdoms. 


The hand of God was viſible in the wide 


extent which it ſoon reached; After 


filling Europe with fervor, it paſſed to 


the Indies, Perſia, America, Syria, &c. 

Whilſt we are ſpeaking of the progreſs 
of this devotion, we muſt not omit a me- 
morable event, which greatly contributed 
to the celebrity of it, and increaſed the 
zeal of the faithful. 


In 
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ſeſus mult be conſidered in two different 
views; on one hand as burning with love 
for mankind, on the other as cruelly ſuf- 
fering from their ingratitude. This dou- 
ble motive ſhould excite in us two diffe- 
rent ſentiments equally effential in this 
devotion; a love in return for his, and a 
ſorrow inclining us to atone for the inju- 
ries he ſuffers from us. | 
The particular method of diſcharging: 
both theſe duties is expreſſed in the con- 
cluding words. © I require that the firſt 
« Friday after the ottave of the holy ſa- 
crament be dedicated to a particular 
feſtival in honor of my heart by mak- 
ing a reparation of honor and receiv- 
ing the holy communion to atone for 
the many indignities offered to it, 
* whilſt expoſed on the altar.“ Jeſus 
Chtiſt is here pleaſed io expreſs the prin- 
cipal exerciſe of the devotion he wiſhes 
toeltabliſh, but we muſt employ other 
means to honor this divine heart: theſe 
we ſhall mention hereafter. | 
After theſe preliminary obſervations 
it will not be difficult to give a clear and 
preciſe idea of the nature of this devo- 
tion. It may be thus defined. It is a 
religious exerciſe; having for its object. 
: the 
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the adorable heart of Jeſus burning with 
love for mankind, inſulted and outraged 
by the ingratitude of mankind; the end 
of which is to honor this divine heart by 
every homage which love and gratitude 
can inſpire, and eſpecially to make repa- 
ration for the injuries offered in the ſa- 
crament of his love. Let us explain this 
definition, and endeavour to place all it 
contains 1n the cleareſt light. 

Il is an act of religion having for its object 
the adorable heart of Fefus. The . 
approved many devotions, which though 
differing from one another as to their par- 
ticular objet, all centre in our Lord [eſus 


Chriſt. One regards his ſacred heart, 


another his adorable wounds, a third his 
croſs, a fourth his name, a fifth his blood, 
and ſo of the reſt. That we are now 
ſpeaking of regards his heart; ſurely this 
divine heart is not leſs worthy of our de- 
votion than the others which we have men- 


tioned. Nothing can be urged againſt 


this devotion which cannot be urged with 
equal or greater force againſt the devo-- 
tion to the wounds, the croſs, or the name 
of Jeſus, &c. as muſt appear evident to 
any man capable of forming a judgment 
on the ſubje@. | 
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But to remove the poſſibility of error 
from the minds of the uninformed, and 
to prevent every doubt, we will make 
ſome farther obſervations. 

The ſacred heart of Jeſus muſt not be 
conſidered in this devotion as ſeparated 
from the ſpiritual and divine objetts with 
which it is intimately connected; on the 
contrary we muſt conſider it as inſepara- 
bly united to the ſoul and perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt full of life, ſentiments and know. 
ledge. Hence flows an effect well wor- 
thy our notice. All the honors which 
are paid to this adorable heart, do not 
terminate in the material heart ſolely, 
but at the ſame time and indiviſibly in the 
ſoul and perſon united to this heart. 
Hence we draw two other conſequences. 
1. That it is properly ſaid of the heart 
that it loves, is afflicted, ſuffers, is in- 
ſulted, abuled, &c. 2. We may addreſs 
pray ers, devotions, affections, praiſes to 
this heart as to the perſon itſelf, ſince 
the perſon united to this heart really re- 
ceives them. This has not been ſuffi- 
ciently attended to by thoſe who have 
diſapproved of this devotion. They ſeem 
to have conſidered this divine heart on] 


as an inanimate and inſenſible part of the 


C 2 body 
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Body of Jeſas Chriſt, without attending 
to the ſpiritual and intelligent ſubſtance 
united to it. But let us return to our 
hp np 

The following words burning with love 
for mankind, put us in mind that we muſt 
conſider the heart of Jeſus, as inflamed 
with that immenſe love of us, which en- 
gaged him to do and ſuffer every thing 
for us, and particularly to inſtitute the 
ſacrament of the altar which was the laſt 
effort of his love. The conſideration of 
this love with which the divine heart is 
inflamed, ſhould excite our tenderneſs 
towards him: a ſentiment eſſential to this 
devotion. But we muſt add another con- 
ſideration ſuggeſted by the following 
words of the definition which we have 
undertaken to explain: offended by the in- 
' gratitude of this ſame man eſpecially in the 
euchariſt. 

It is not enough to have conſidered the 
infinite dignity, and the immenſe love 
of the heart of Jeſus, which renders it 
worthy of our moſt profound adorations, 
and of our moſt tender love; we mult 
alſo conſider it as cruelly outraged and 
abuſed by the ingratitude of mankind, 
and on that account worthy of another 
| ſort 
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ſort of worſhip, which conſiſts in a re- 
paration due to it for the contempt and 
the injuries which it ſuffers. The heart 
of Jeſus loves us as we have ſaid, with 
an immenſe love; this love has ſhown 
itſelf in the moſt aſtoniſhing effects, and 
eſpecially in the inſtitution of the admi- 
rable ſacrament of the altar. But, alas! 
this immenſe, this ineffable love of a God, 
this love which ought to gain all hearts to 
Jeſus Chriſt, is forgotten by mankind; 

the only return generally made to it is 
contempt and injuries even in this ſacra— 
ment of his love. For to what is he not 
expoſed either from heretics, who have 
renewed all the ſufferings of his paſſion, 
or from catholics themſelves by their ir- 
reverences, their coldneſs and the ſacri- 
leges they ſo often commit. This con- 
ſideration is propoſed to us by Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, and ſhould excite us to 
a reparation, to an atonement to his ſa- 
cred heart, which is the principal end of 
this devotion. It is contained in the 
laſt words of the definition. An exerciſe, 
the end of which is to love and honor this 
ſacred heart, and to make reparation for the 
"a i receives in the % crament of his 
8 Oe . a 
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To conclude. Let us draw an impor- 
tant advantage from theſe conſiderations, 
which furniſh a clear idea of the objett of 
this devotion, Many are apt to miſcon- 
ceive it; when they hear us talk of this 
holy heart, they confine their thoughts to 
the material heart of Jeſus; they conſider 
it only as a piece of fleſh inanimate and 
inſenſible, juſt as they would a material 
holy relic. How different, and how much 
more ſublime ſhould their idea be of this 
ſacred heart? I have obſerved above 
that this heart ſhould be conſidered as 
intimately and inſeparably united to the 
ſoul and perſon of our Redeemer, and 
raiſed by this union to a ſtate of life, of 
ſentiment and intelligence. In the ſe. 
cond place, it ſhould be conſidered as the 
chief and moſt noble organ of the ſenſi- 
ble affections of Jeſus, of his love, of his 
zeal, of his obedience, of his deſires, of 
his ſorrows, his joys, as the principle and 
ſeat of all thoſe affections, and of all the 
virtues of a man-god. Thirdly, it ſhould 
be conſidered as the centre of the inte- 
rior ſufferings which our redemption 
coſt him, and as cruelly wounded by the 
lance which pierced it on the croſs. 
Laſtly, we muſt conſider it as ſandtiſied 
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by the moſt precious gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and by the infuſion of all the 
graces it is capable of receiving. All this 
really belongs to this divine beart, all is 
proper to it: hence its dignity, its worth, 
its excellence. This heart ſo inflamed, 


ſo deſpiſed, ſo afflicted, ſo wounded is 


the true object of the devotion, which 
we have endeavoured here to explain. 


—_— —— 


CHAP. II. 


The Origin of this Devotion. 


.TESUS CHRIST is the author of the 
devotion. to his ſacred heart; he has 
revealed it, he inſtituted it, he explained 
its nature, taught its practice, preſcribed 
its form and method: he has promiſed to 
fhower his graces on thoſe who frequent 
it; of this there cannot be the leaſt doubt. 
But as it is a matter of importance, I will 
enter into {ome of the proofs for the in- 
ſtrudion and edification of the ignorant. 
Before I proceed, I beg leave to make an 
obſervation of ſome conſequence, Pri- 
vate revelations are the ordinary means 
adopted 
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adopted by divine wiſdom for the execu- 
tion of its deſigns. Many holy inſtitutions 
in various parts of the world ſprung from 
this ſource. Such was the caſe of moſt 
religious Orders, as may be collected from 
the lives of their founders and the annals 
of each Order. When extraordinary ſuc- 
cours were needed by the church, either 
to ſpread her faith over the face of the 
univerſe, to defend and ſupport it againſt 
the efforts of its enemies, or to ſtrengthen 
it againſt perſecutions, hereſies, ſchiſms, 
and corruption of manners; private re- 
velations were the means always em- 
ployed.. GH 

But to come nearer to our ſubjedt, 
how many feſtivals either common to the 
whole church, or particular to certain 
provinces owe their riſe to ſimilar reve. 
lations. Such are the feaſts of the inven. 
tion and exaltation of the holy croſs, the 
conception of our Lady, her nativity, the 
ſolempity of the Roſary, the apparition 
of St. Michael, &c. and how many other 
ſolemnities proper to particular king- 
doms and to different cities owe their 
inſtitution to this ſame principle, &c. 


I cannot omit mentioning the ſolemn 
feſtival of Corpus Chriſti, There is ſo 


great 
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In 1720 when Provence was afflicted 


with the plague and ſaw its molt flou- 
riſhing cities fall a prey to the ſcourge ; 
when a general conſternation pervaded 
the. whole kingdom, God inſpiring the 
ſuffering victims with a hope of ſafety 
from a devout addreſs to his ſacred heart, 
they had recourle to it to appeaſe the 
vengeance of offended heaven. One 
town followed another in adopting the 
means of delivery. Biſhops and Magi- 
ſtrates confecrated their reſpective peo- 
ple to the ſacred heart, and engaged 
themſelves by oath to celebrate the feaſt 
annually to the end of time. It may be 
ſaid with truth that God employed this 
viſitation as a means to promote the 
glory of his ſacred heart, which was the 
fruit of it. Happy they who wait not 
for the ſcourge, but apply to this amiable 
heart in order to prevent the puniſhment 
which their {ins have deſerved. | 
What happened at Marſeilles. on this 
occaſion is particularly remarkable. This 
was the firſt city, which had the honor to 
be ſolemnly conſecrated to the heart of 
Jeſus and which beſtowed on it the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed attachment, and it received 
the moſt ſingular favours. This was 
E owing 
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owing to the great zeal and devotion of a 
great Prelate, who by his paſtoral labours 
merited the ſpecial approbation of the 
holy ſee, and whoſe authority carries 
with it great weight in a matter of this 
nature. 
But the Biſhops of Proveiice were not 
the firſt to approve this devotion. Before 
the contagion broke out the Archbiſhop 
of Lyons from a motive of piety and 
zeal for the ſalvation of his flock, in 1718 
inſtituted the feſtival throughout his whole 
dioceſe, and in 1721, when the whole 
kingdom was alarmed with apprehenſions 
of the contagion, he confirmed the ſame 
by a ſecond mandate. In 1692 the Arch- 
biſhop of Beſanſon one of the moſt reli- 
gious Prelates that ever governed that 
dioceſe, approved the ſame devotion, 
and granted an indulgence of forty days 
to ſuch as ſhould recite a prayer in honor 
of the ſacred heart of jeſus Chriſt. 
The Biſhop of Coutance in Normandy 
followed his example. I might add a 
long lift of Popes, Biſhops, and religious 
Orders, who have contributed to the 
advancement of this devotion; but the 
enumeration might fatigue the reader, 
who has already the moſt reſpectable au- 
thorities before him, - 


From 


r  5&® ft ibm. 


SACRED HEART OF JESUS. 27 
— 2 ——_ — 

From theſe conſiderations it may be 
fairly deduced that a progreſs ſo rapid 
and ſo extenſive could only be the effect 
of a particular providence, eſpecially as 
this devotion has not had the aid granted 
to many others, which originating with 
religious Orders, had as many ahœttors as 
there were members in the relpective 
communities. The providence of God 


has ſupplied every defect and has pro- 


moted in a ſurpriſing manner the pro- 
greſs of this devotion. 


— . ꝙ tb 


ona. 10S: 
On the truth and the credibility of the 


Revelation. 


ſolid devotion needs not the aid of 
reyelation, but revelation affords a 
moſt inconteſtable proof of its ſolidity. 
It is therefore of importance to eſtabliſh 
this fact on the moſt certain proofs. This 
is the more neceſſary as we hive in an 


age of incredulity, when a pretended 
philoſophy affects to doubt every ſuper- 


natural agency and laughs to ſcorn every 


docile diſciple of the goſpel. If any 
E 2 . 
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of my readers ſhould unfortunately be of 
this unbelieving tribe, I wiſh them to 
allow to my reflections the weight, which 
they ſhall appear to deſerve and not 
wilfully to ſhut their eyes to conviction. 
To begin by the revelations made 
formerly to canonized ſaints, we cannot 
without incurring the imputation of te- 
merity deny that they received revela- 
tions, celeſtial viſions and other extraor- 

dinary favours. They are recorded by 
every eccleſiaſtical hiſtorian of the dite. 
rent ages of the church. The teſtimony 
of choſe authors who are generally al- 
lowed to be men of probity, will over- 
balance the authority of modern critics 
little converſant in the ſcience of ſaints 
and the interior operations of the holy 
ſpirit, and Jeſs commendable for their 
morality. I might adduce the authority 
of the church acknowledging the reality 
of theſe favours in the canonnization of 
ſaints. But I wave theſe conſiderations 
and come to a proof which to me has 
always appeared unanſwerable. I appeal 
to the writings of ſaints who have at- 
teſted this extraordinary intercourſe be- 
tween God and his ſervants. That reve- 
lations have been made to St, Tereſa, 
St. 


. — — — 1 


( 


TT 


war. as. atv. «Y è 3m ok A HR. 


SACRED HEART OF JESUS. 29 


— — 


St. Gertrude and many other holy per- 


ſons no man can rationally doubt. But 
J think it neceſſary to declare that 1 


think no man obliged to believe all that 
has been written of or by theſe ſaints. 
Nothing but extreme weaknels can in- 
duce me to believe every thing or to be- 
lieve nothing. Saints may miſtake and 
have been miſtaken. We maſt take no- 
thing upon trult, but bring every thing to 
the teſt of authority and reaſon. Reve- 
lations and all extraordinary favors may 


be ranked with miracles. It is the ex- 


treme of folly and impiety to diſpute the 
reality of all miracles becauſe ſome are 
we There have been forged revela- 
tions, but this will not prove that there 
never were any true ones, Hear St. 
Paul 1 Thefl. 5. Deſpiſe not prophectes, 
prove and examine every thing and abide by 
the truth: I proceed to the proof on which 

I reſt the truth of this revelation. ' 
The public is in poſſeſſion of many 
writings of holy women who have yielded 
to advice and obcycd their ſpiritual di- 
retors. They contain an account of 
many ' revelations, celeſtial vifions, and 
other extraordinary graces which they 
have reccived from God. Now I rea- 
| lon 
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ſon thus; either thele writings were pen” 
ned by the ſaints or they were not? If 
they were, either they deiignedly pub- 
liſhed a falſehood or they were them- 
ſelves deluded and have given us idle 
dreams. Will you ſuppoſe that they 
were not the real authors of theſe works ? 
You ſhock every idea of reaſon and com- 
mon ſenſe. The man who will venture 
to deny that St. Tereſa wrote her life, 
may doubt of her exiſtence. But you 
will fay ſhe was deluded and her imagi- 
nation deluded all ſhe wrote. The de- 
luſion muſt be the work of the evil ſpirit, 
which no Chriſtian can belive to have 


had any power over the chaſte ſpouſe of | 


Jeſus Chriſt canonized by the church. 
If imagination prevailed, 1t 1s true ſhe 
was not a hypocrite but a fool. I ſhud- 
der at the thought of ſo impious, ſo 
groundleſs an imputation. Who can be- 
lieve that theſe ſaints lived in a perpetual 
aberration of mind? I. ſay perpetual ; 

for we are not here treating of tranſient 
as which laſted a few hours or days, or 
even during certain periods of life, but 
the duration of which is meaſured by the 
whole extent of their exiſtence. 


This 
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This is a ſerious refleQion, which if 
ſuffered to fink deep in our minds, will 
operate more ſtrongly in favor of theſe 
ſaints than any thing adduced by incre-— 
dulity can militate againſt them. But 
let us examine what is really adduced on 
that fide. The philoſophers of the day 
do not deal in arguments but appeal on- 
ly to their own ſenſations; what they do 
not ſee, they will not believe eſpecially 
in ſpiritual matters of which they have 
no experience. What they do not chuſe 
to beheve, they term incredible. Now I 
muſt aſk them this plain queſtion; do 
you think it credible that theſe holy wo- 
men were hypocrites, as hey mult be if 
they forged their viſions, or ideots and 
fools if they only dreamt what they wrote, 
or poſſeſſed by the ſpirit of darkneſs, if 
by him they were deluded? ]s it credi- 
ble that the directors of theſe chaſte 
fpoules of jeſus Chriſt, men eminent for 
their piety and their learning, ſhould be 
deceived and after an application of 
many years ſhould be unable to difcern 
the illulon of the devil and the effects of 
imagination from the operations of the _ 
Holy Ghoſt ? Is it credible that the church 
ſhould err in ranking among the ſaints 
| | IN 
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in heaven thoſe perſons, while the ex- 
travagance of their imaginations had no 
claim tothe benefit of reaſon ? Such how- 
ever are the abſurdities, ſuch the impie— 
ties which flow from this ſyſtem. _ 
Another reflection appears to me to be 
quite decifive. Nothing that has been 
written by the ſaints on the ſubject of the 
divine communications can appear incre- 
dible to a Chriſtian, who attentively conſi- 
ders what the love of Jeſus Chrift can do, 


and what it has really done for mankind. . 


When 1 reflect on the mercies of our 
Redeemer and particularly in the myſtery 
of the Euchariſt, all that I hear and all 
that I read c@gcerning the extraordinaty 
favors received by thoſe holy perſons 
ceaſes to appear incredible, and I am 
convinced that every man who ſhall make 
the ſame reflection will think as I do. 
Is it more incredible that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould give his heart to a Gertrude, a 
| Catharine the chaſte ſpouſes of heaven, 
than that he ſhould give his body to be 
eaten by man a finner ? | 


Let us ſuppoſe for a moment that this 


ſacrament had never been inſtituted, ne- 
ver been known in the church. Had 
ſome pious ſoul among other favors men- 

tioned 
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tioned this; had ſhe given an account of 
what paſſed between her and her divine 
ſpouſe who to unite himſelf intimately 
to her in order that he might never be 
abſent from her, diſguiſed himſelf under 
the appearance of bread to nouriſh her 
with his own fleſh ; what ſhould we think- 
of it? What would the incredulous ſo- 
phiſt ſay to it? Can any thing to human 
reaſon appear more extravagant, more 
like an idle dream? and yet all this bas 
been done not for a Tereſa or a Ger- 
trude, or a Catharine, but for the body 
of the faithful, for the wickedeſt as well 
as for the moſt fervent. The exceſs of 
divine love which faith teaches, infinite- 
ly ſurpaſſes all that particular ſaints have 
written, and therefore all is credible. 

The knowing then and the wile have 
ſufficient reaſon to believe that in former 
ages revelations and other extraordinary 
favors have been granted to ſaints, and if 
formerly, why not now? There are ſtill 
ſome pious ſouls left. Jeſus Chriſt has 
his favorite ſpouſes, and he treats them as 
he did the others. Some of them have 
been obliged by their yow of obedience 
to write an account of their viſions and 
revelations; theſe writings exiſt and are 

F read 
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read with . —— by the faithful. We 

may ſay of theſe what we ſaid of a Te- 
reſa and a Catharine. It would be ex- 
treme temerity to affirm that they have 
left us nothing but fictions and dreams. 
Their piety and their prudence forbid the 
injurious ſuſpicion. We may then ſafe- 
ly believe what they have written. They 
were ſaints; they were the authors of 
theſe writings, and every circumſtance 
confirms the truth. 

Let us now apply this reaſoning to the 
caſe before us. To no other perſon of 
theſe latter times can theſe circumſtances 
be aſcribed with greater propriety than to 
the venerable mother Mary Margaret. 
1. It is certain beyond the poſſibility of a 
doubt that compelled by obedience ſhe 
wrote with her own hand an account 
of the favors ſhe had received. This 
writing has been acknowledged to be 
true after a juridical proceſs in the 
Biſhop's court. 'The original atteſted by 


a commiſſary was till of late preſerved | 


in the convent of Parroy. In this 
writing is contained an account of the 
revelation of the ſacred heart, and 
evident proofs that ſhe was choſen by 


W God, and enabled by ſpecial 
graces 
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graces to encourage and promote this 
devotion. 2. As to her ſanctity we have 
the atteſtations of the directors of her 
conſcience, of her ſiſter nuns, of her ſu- 
periors, and of all who had the happineſs 
to approach her. But nothing can give 
us a more ſatisfactory proof of her emi- 
nent virtue than the memorial of her life 
written with her own hand, which we have 
mentioned above. The entire hiſtory of 
her life has alſo been publiſhed by one of 
the moſt learned and the moſt religious 
Prelates of France, and her fame ſpreads 
with the rapid progreſs of the devotion. 
Hypocrites and viſionary fanatics never 
enjoy fo laſting a reputation. Illuſion 


| never ſurvives the enthuſiaſt. An au- 


thentic miracle add: allo weight to thoſe 
teſtimonies. 

In regard of this particular revelation 
nothing can more effectually prove its 
reality than the progreſs of this devotion. 


On this occaſion we may with great pro- 


priety adopt the words of Gamaliel in 
the Ads of the Apoſtles; “ If this was a 
* human invention it had long ago come 
* to nothing; but as it is the deſign of a 
* God, never ſhall it fail.“ Aas 5. v. 
38, 39. 
F 2 I will 
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I vill conclude this chapter with a re- 
flettion which I moſt ſeriouſly recom- 
mend to the notice of ſuch as oppoſe this 
devotion. There is nothing in it but 
what is perfectly conformable to a ſpirit 
of religious piety ; on the other hand we 
have the ſtrongeſt proofs that it comes 
from God. Let us then fear the threat of 
the- ſame Gamaliel to the Jews; © Leſt 

« perhaps ye be found in oppoſition to 
* God himſelf,” Let us embrace this 
pious exerciſe, and let us earneſtly re- 


commend it to others to the en glory 
of e Chriſt, 


: 
r 


CHAP. V. 


In what this Devotion differs from that 


which 15 mad towards the Bleſſed 
eee of 


"HESE two obj edis bave been con- 
founded not Sos by libertines and 
diſbelievers always ready to decry and 
cenſure new forms of devotion, but 
alſo by ſome devout ſouls, who through 
ignorance or inadvertency had formed 
a very 
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a very imperfect notion of their diſtinc- 
tion. As we write only for the edifica- 
tion of the faithful, no notice ſhall be 


taken of the impious, groundleſs railleries 


of worldly.and carnal men, whoſe bitereſt 
invectives and ſatires ſerve only to re- 


commend thoſe pious practices they de- 
ſigned to explode. Something muſt be 


ſaid for the information of the devout 
Chriſtian, and what we ſhall ſay on this 
occaſion will help to throw a new light on 
this ſubjeQ. 

Alſcetics have laid it down as a rule 
that in order to aſcertain the difference 
of any two devotions from one another, 
we need only conſider their object, their 
motive, and their end. Now a little re- 
flection muſt convince us that the ſub- 
Jets of our preſent enquiry differ widely 
in theſe three eſſential. points. As to 
their objett, the one is direted wholl 
to the le heart of Jeſus in the bleſ- 
{ed Euchariſt without any relation to the 


other parts of his ſacred body; and. the 
other, the Body of Jeſus Chriſt whole and 


entire, as hidden under the ſacramental 


ſpecies, is propoſed to our adoration 


without any ſpecial reference to his ſa- 
cred heart. Nor do theſe two devotions 
| difler 
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differ leſs with regard to their motive; 
in that which is practiſed towards the moſt 
bleſſed Euchariſt, the motive is the infi- 
nite. dignity of Chriſts moſt adorable 
Body hypoſtatically united to the divini- 
ty, and worthy of the adoration of men 
and angels, whereas the motive of our 
devotion to the ſacred heart of Jeſus is 
firſt the infinite love he bears us in that 
heart united in like manner to the divi- 
nity, and ſecondly the many-injuries, af- 
fronts and indignities it receives in re- 
turn from ungrateful man. This diſtinc- 
tion is too obvious and too ſenſible to 
ſtand in need of any farther ecclairciſ- 
ment. Laſtly, the end propoſed by theſe 
two pious inſtitutions evinces their total 
difference. The church in appointing 
the feaſt of the bleſſed Euchariſt, encou- 
rages the faithful ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt 
to pay him that tribute of praiſe, adora- 
tion and love, which are fo juſtly due to 
him in this unſpeakable myſtery. Now 
the end propoſed in the devotion to the 
ſacred heart is to excite us to make a ſo- 
lemn atonement for the many injuries 
and outrages offered to the divine love in 
the abuſe and profanation of the ſacra- 
ment of the altar. An atonement di- 
rected 
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refted to the adorable aa of our Savi- 
our as to the ſource and ſeat of his di- 
vine love. An atonement, which cannot 
be the end of our devotion to the bleſſed 
ſacrament, which is perfectly indepen- 
dant on the ſacrilegious indignities com- 
mitted againſt the real preſence, and 
which would equally ſubſiſt, if God was 
always worthily ſerved in this ſacrament, 
as his ſovereign independency and our 
infinite obligations would ſtill demand 
this acknowledgment of our love and gra- 
titude. 


m—_ . 


CHAP. VI. 


of the End of the Devotion to the ſacred 
Heart. 


THE end propoſed by the devotion to 
the ſacred heart is to repair the in- 
juries which Jeſus Chriſt has ſuffered, 
and continues daily to ſuffer in the ſacra- 
ment of his love. To comprehend the 
excellence of this end, two conſiderations 
are neceſſary : one on the immenſe love 
which Jeſus Chriſt bas for mankind, the 


ther 
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other on the ingratitude with which fo 
much love is repaid by mankind. In 
oppoſing after this manner the greateſt 
love to the greateſt ingratitude we ſhall 
eaſily conceive how juſt the reparation is, 


which Jeſus Chriſt exatts of faithful ſouls, 
Of the Love of Jeſus Chriſt for Mankind. 


Jeſus Chriſt willing to manifeſt to the 
world the love of his Father for mankind, 
expreſſes himſelf by thoſe admirable 
words, which comprehend with a divine 
energy whatever may be ſaid of the 
greatneſs of that love. God ſo loved the 
world as to give his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believes in im may not periſh but 
may have life everlaſting. Let us now ap- 
ply theſe divine words to Jeſus Chriſt 
. himſelf: a more juſt application cannot 
be made. Yes! we may ſay that Jeſus 
to expreſs his love for man ſo loved man- 
kind as to offer up himſelf to die to ſave 
him, that whoſoever believes in him may 


not periſh but may obtain life everlaſt- 


ing. Let us now attend to theſe two im- 
portant points, who 1s the perſon that 
loves, and who are thoſe: whom- he fo 


loves? E e 
Jeſus 
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8 feſus Chriſt the 1 begotten Son of 
God, equal to his Father and God like 
him loved man. But what is man in the- 
fight of God? Nothing but duſt and 
alhes ; and what was he become by fin? 
the enemy of God, the ſlave of the devil 
condemnedtoaneternal death and plunged 
into an abyſs of blindneſs and corrup- 
tion. In this fo odious and contempti- 
ble a ſtate Jeſus loved him and formed 
the deſign of delivering him from his. 
miſery and beſtowing upon him infinite. 
favors. © But in what manner did [eſus 
ſhow the greatneſs of his love? Ina man- 
ner which ſurpaſſes. all our expreſſions 


and all our conceptions; he carried his 


love to ſuch an excels as ſeemed unwor- 
thy of a God-man, and did for man what 
no man ever did for another, nor a ſlave 
for his maſter, nor a ſon ſor his father, 
nor what the moſt violent lover ever did 
for the objett of his love. 

'Men were the enemies of God and ſab- 
Jett to the rigor of his juſtice, Now 
what did j eſus Chriſt do to deliver them? 
He offered himſelf to his eternal Father 
as a ſacrifice to redeem them, and to ſuf. 
fer the puniſhment due to their fins; and 
his offer being accepted by his Father, 
+ 44 6 he 
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he executed what he had deſigned after 
ſuch a manner as to fill heaven and 
earth with aſtoniſhment; he facrificed 
himſelf for mankind with a generoſity 
wholly divine; he came down from hea- 
ven in their behalf, and diveſting himſelf 
of all the pomp and ſplendor of his glory, 
he led a poor, contemptible and laborious 
life in the midſt of perſecutions and ſuf. 
ferings, and all this for the love of them. 
Every moment of his life was devoted to 
their happineſs, Jeſus did not a ſingle 
action, nor ſpoke a word, nor ſhed a tear 
but in behalf of men. To lay down our 
lives for thoſe we love, is the greateſt 
proof we can give of our love. Such 
was the love of Jeſus for man; he died 
for him, but by what ſort of death? Ah! 
ſtop a moment and call to mind the igno- 
miny and torments of his paſſion, his 
death on the croſs, and be amazed to ſec 
God himſelf reduced to ſuch a ſtate for 
the love of man. Such then was the love 
of Jeſus Chriſt for us, a love the moſt 
diſintereſted, the moſt tender, and the 
moſt, gengrous. It is to this love that we 
owe all that we bave, and all that we ex- 
pe from God. If God has created us 
and made us his children, if he has pre- 
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pared for us an eternal glory, we are 
ſolely indebted for all theſe favors to the 
love which Jeſus has for us. 

Let us now make a ſecond refleQion 
which naturally riſes from what has been 


ſaid. What ought not 2 Chriſt to 


expect from the gratitude of man after 
ſuch marks of bis love and fo many fa. 
vors beſtowed on him. To comprehend 
and penetrate more and more his love 
for us, let us after the example of the 
fathers of the church aſſiſt our own weak- 
neſs by ſome ſenſible compariſons. 
Repreſent to yourſelf a great and 
powerful king who after having beſtowed 
the greateſt favors on a few of his ſub- 
jets in a remote country, is baſely de- 
ſerted by them; they take up arms and 
rebel againſt him. Soon after, theſe un- 
grateful and perfidious wretches are ſub- 
dued by a powerful tyrant, who finding 
them deſtitute of ſuccor and protettion, 
ſtrips them of their property and reduces 


them to a cruel ſlavery under which they 


groan for their perfidy. In theſe cir- 
cumſtances ſhould this king out of a fund 
of goodneſs and unheard of clemency 
torgetting the injury he had received, 
and being moved with compallion for 

G 2 theſe 
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theſe miſerable rebels, form a deſign to 
deliver them from their oppreſſion and 
to reſtore them to their former liberty ; 
if in order to execute this deſign, he 
ſhould take up arms and be determined 
to expoſe himſelf to all the dangers and 
fatigues of a long war, to go himſelf to 
battle and expoſe his ſacred perſon to be 
killed or taken priſoner by his enemy ; 
if by his wiſdom and valour after a long 
{eries of hardſhips he ſhould overcome 
the tyrant and reduce him to ſuch a ſtate, 
as never more to be in a condition to 
hurt his deluded people, what would not 
theſe poor people do ſeeing their gene- 
rous ſovereign returning from vittor 
covered with the blood he had ſhed for 
their deliverance, and ſhowing himſelf to 
them ſhould pardon them, and reſtoring 
them to their ancient rights and privi- 
leges ſhould fix his reſidence among 
them to be more in the way of confer. 
ring bis favors on them, would there in 
that caſe be found hearts ſo ſavage and 
barbarous as not to be ſenſibly affected 
with ſuch an exceſs of goodneſs, or to 
refuſe to make their gratitude appear by 
all means imaginable ? F 
Repreſent to yourſelf again a friend 
who in order to deliver his friend from 


deatn, 


SACRED HEART OF JESUS. 45 


— — _ 
_ IS —ͤ— — — _—_— — 


to death, offers to * for es what wands 
d a man do who ſhould have received ſuch 
; a mark of his love? If we were witnels 
je of ſuch ggneroſity, what ſhould we ſay 


d and howfthould we feel? If you who 


d read this, ſhould ever experience ſuch 
0 generoſity i ? If you being unluckily 1n- 
e volved in a plot againſt your ſovereign, 
2 and on that account condemned to a 
Jy cruel death, ſhould find a friend ſo affec- 
Ie tionate and ſo generous as after having 
© tried all imaginable means to procure 
0 your pardon but to no effed, to offer 
ot | himſelf to die for you, and on that con- 
e dition being accepted, ſhould repair to 
y your priſon, ſee your chains taken off, 
Ir and himſelf loaded with them; ſhould 
o you afterwards ſee him condutted to be 
18 executed and dying for you by the hand 
i of the executioner: if this friend died 
8 contented to preſerve your life by che 
[= loſs of his own, and to leaye you an in- 
in conteſtable proof of his love for you, 
1d what would you ſay at ſuch a fight? 
d Would you be ſo inſenſible as not to be 
0 moved at it, as not to ſhed a torrent of 
y tears? Could your heart ever contain 
thole feelings of love and gratitude which 
id it would experience on this occahon ? 
m Could 
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Could you ever forget ſuch a friend ? 
O dear! O affeftionate friend! would 
you cry out, O generous, kind and in- 
comparable friend! can I ever acknow- 
ledge what I owe to you? Who will 
grant me to be able to repay you what 
you have done for me? But take notice 
of what I am going to add: Should it 
ever happen by ſome miraculous means 
that this friend ſhould be reſtored to you, 
thould he riſe from his grave and be de- 
livered to you, what would yuu not do 
for him and what ought he not to expett 
from you? | 

The application of theſe parables 1s 
obvious. The attentive reader has al- 
ready made it in his heart. But alas! 
they are too weak to expreſs what Jeſus 
has done for mankind. They deſcribe 
but very imperfealy his love and favors. 
No king ever did for his people nor 
friend for his friend what we have ſu 
poled above; and though they had done 
It, in that ſup; olition man ſuffered for 
man; thou alone my [eſus! haſt carried 
thy love to {ſuch an exceſs and thou art 
God. Thou art that magnanimous king 
who to deliver thy {ubjetts from the yoke 
of oppteſſion under which they groaned 


for 
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for having revolted againſt thee com- 
paſſionating their unfortunate ſtate, halt 
voluntarily expoſed thyſelf to the great- 
eſt labors and ſufferings; thou haſt ex- 
poſed thy ſacred body to the rage of thy 
enemies, and thou haſt fought for them as 
far as to ſhed thy blood; thou haſt ſub- 
dued the tyrant who enſlaved them; thou 
baſt-delivered mankind from flavery, and 
thou haſt enabled man to poſſeſs the li- 
berty of the children of God. Thou 
really art that affettionate friend who 
died for thy friends, and thou didſt beg 
pardon for them, but their pardon could 
not be granted but upon condition that 
thou ſhouldſt make ſatisfaftion for them; 
and what ſatisfattion was demanded ? the 
molt cruel torments, the moſt ſhameful 
diſgrace, the death on a croſs. This 
was the price of our redemption. The 
divine juſtice demanded it, and thou didſt 
conſent to it; theſe conditions fo hard 
in themſelves, and apparently ſo unbe- 
coming thy high dignity were not able 
to ſtop thy zeal io fave us; thou wert 
diſpoſed to ſuffer much more had it been 
required of thee; thou offeredſt thyſelf 
to the torments; thou wert crucified and 
died for them content to procure them 


by 
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by the ſacrifice of thy own life the im- 


menſe benefits thou didſt wiſh them. 

O my Lord! what will not men do for 
thee after ſuch ſingular marks of thy love 
for them? What will they not do to 
acknowledge fo much goodneſs and to 
repay ſo much love? Alas! when thou 
ſufferedſt for us, men did not know thee, 
and they returned thee inſults and abuſes 
whilſt thou wert heaping the greateſt fa- 
vors on them; but at preſent as chriſtians 
know who thou art and are convinced 


ol the excels of thy love for them, what 


will they not do to teſtify their love and 
gratitude for what thou haſt ſo generouſly 
done for them? What can they deſire 
more to fulfil their duty towards thee ? 
Perhaps they wiſh for thy divine pre- 
ſence among them to poſſeſs thee. Ah! 
if they. could but hope for this favor ? 
Return then amongſt us O adorable Sa- 
viour! come O King of love! and give 
that comfort to thy people, which ſurpaſ- 
ſes all others. What place in the whole 
world couldſt thou chooſe to remain in 


where thou couldſt be more honored and 


loved? 
eſus Chriſt has prevented our witdies; 


he has already performed what we _ 
0 
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of him; he has come among us to remain 
with us not for a time only but to the 
end of ages; he has done for us what we 
never could have hoped for or imagined; 
he would be united with us after an un- 
heard of manner, and his love has in- 
vented for us a prodigy the moſt ſur- 
priſing, the moſt aſtoniſhing that could 
ever enter into the mind of man; he has 
inſtituted the ſacrament of our altars, and 
ſhutting himſelf up there under the ap- 
pearance of bread, he comes and dwells 
in our hearts to feed and nouriſh us. Q 
incomparable love! O unſpeakable ex- 
ceſs of charity! by this favor he has per- 
fected all his other bleſſings, and though 
he is omnipotent, we may ſay that he has 
put it out of his power to do more for us. 
Behold him then among us full of beauty, 
full of love; behold him ready to receive 
in perſon from us the tokens of the love 
and gratitude we juſtly owe him. We 
expreſſed the greateſt wiſhes to have him, 
our wiſhes are fulfilled and we poſſeſs 
him, and in a ſtate which ought to render 
him moſt amiable and dear to us. For in 
this myſtery of his love for us, he delivers 
himſelf up to us and places an unreſerved 


confidence in us; he leaves to us the care 
H of 
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of his ſacred perſon to lodge him, to build 
him temples and raiſe altars in his honor, 
to adorn his temples, to deck his altars, 
to procure what may be neceſſary for 
the maintaining of his divine worſhip, 
to keep him company and compoſe his 


court. He will have no other miniſters 


nor courtiers but ourſelves; he is only 
with us for ourſelves, and will receive 
honors and preſents only from ourſelves. 
O happy chriſtians! what a ſubjett of 
comfort for you: rejoice beloved nation! 
and abandon your hearts to the ſweet 
tranſports which the poſſeſſing of your good 
maſter and the liberty of approaching him 
muſt cauſe in you; teſtify to him all you 


feel for ſo much love. Make your zeal 


reſound by all fort of means, and put no 
other bounds to it than ſuch as Jeſus 
himſelf has put to his love for you. Do 
I ſay too much? Are not ſuch ſenti- 
ments juſt? can you not conceive with 
the help of theſe reflections the extent of 
the love of Jeſus, and what his divine 


Juſtice has right to expect from man in | 


this ſacrament of his love? Let us now 
attend to the effetts of this gratitude, or 
rather let us. oppoſe the greateſt of all 
ingratitudes to ſuch love as lurpaſſes our 
under ſtanding. 
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Of the ingratitude of Mankind. 


Which ever way I turn my eyes I find 
melancholy inſtances of this ingratitude. 
I run over the habitable globe; I con- 
ſider the nations where chriſtians reſide, 
all conditions, all ſtations and places and 
every where I find Jeſus Chriſt expoſed 
to inſult and contempt in the blefled 
ſacrament. Great part of the chriſtian 
world is tainted with hereſy ; here his real 
preſence in this myſtery is denied and the 
moſt cruel outrage offered to his loving 
heart by not acknowledging the benefit 
received. But beſides denying the pre- 
ſence of their divine Benefactor, what 
outrages have they not committed againſt 
his ſacred Body ? We cannot reflett on 
this without horror. Hell never inſpired 
the Jews with a more inveterate hatred 
and violence againſt Jeſus Chrilt, than 
heretics have exerciſed againſt him in 
the Euchariſt. Not content to pillage the 
temples in which he refided, to profane, 
to demoliſh, to burn them, to overturn 
the altars and tabernacles, to murder the 
prieſts, and to ſully the holy veſlels, they 
have laid their ſacrilegious hands on the 
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conſecrated hoſts, have thrown them to 
the ground, trampled upon them and 
applied them to the moſt execrable uſes, 
We turn with horror from theſe abomi- 
nations, but another ſentiment is more 
ſuitable to the occaſion. Jeſus Chriſt has 
ſuffered theſe outrages for our ſakes ; he 
foreſaw them when he inſtituted this my- 
ſtery, and his love was not extinguiſhed. 
This 1s a freſh motive for our love and 
gratitude towards our amiable Redeemer. 

Baniſhed from many places where his 
love induced him to reſide, Catholics 
alone now poſſeſs him. Yes! you alone 
are his faithful people; from you alone 
he expetts the returns due to him. Could 
we be ſurpriſed if to diſcharge a duty lo 
{weet, ſo preſſing, ſo worthy of our zeal, 
Catholics ſhould perform the moſt extra- 
ordinary ations? If we ſhould by night 
and day be employed in contemplating, in 


loving our good maſter in the holy ſa- 


crament; if we ſpent all our time in the 
places of his reſidence to enjoy the bene- 


fit of his preſence and offer our homage | 
to him; if we entered theſe holy places 


on our hands and knees, and remained 
proſtrate on the ground out of reſpett for 


him, if we made him an unreſerved offer 
Of 
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of all ve poſleſs to — his worſhip, 

ſhould we do too much? Should we diſ- 
charge the debt we have incurred to his 
infinite bounty? What then muſt be the 
ſurprize and aſtoniſhment of a faithful 
ſoul, who conſiders with any attention 
what really happens, and how Jeſus Chriſt 
is treated even by Catholics in this my- 
ſtery of his love; how he is forgotten 
and forſaken; what a cold indifference is 
ſhown him; how wanting they are in re- 
ſpe& and gratitude towards him; how 
often he 1s inſulted by contempt, out- 
rages, abuſes, profanations and ſacrileges. 
O my God! who can ever expreſs what a 
chriſtian heart ſhould feel at the fight of 
luch ingratitude; O my Jeſus! what a 
new ſubject of grief for your ſacred heart? 
It is not from the Jews, infidels and he- 
retics that thou receiveſt this ill uſage, 
but from thy choſen people, from a peo- 
ple who acknowledge thee to b- their 
God, who make profeſſion of believing in 
thy real preſence, and yet are guilty of 
theſe exceſles. 

With what negleQ is not Jeſus Chriſt 
treated 1n the churches? He is there as 
if he was not; he 1s abandoned and for- 
gotten by his creatures. We make fre- 
quent 
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quent viſits to our relations, our friends, 
our bene factors and protectors; we pay 
an aſſiduous court to the great, to our 
ſuperiors and our maſters. Jeſus Chriſt 
is our maſter, our king, our redeemer, 
benefaftor, friend and father; he is in 
the midſi of us, we know it, but he alone 
is forgotten. Few ever think of making 
a viſit to Jefus Chriſt; months and years 
pals away, and few attend to this duty, 
Many go to church to comply with the 
precepts of the law, but they enter not in 
ſpirit, they are not adtuated by motives 
of love, and gratiude and reſpett. 

The real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt in 
our churches ſhould inſpire us with ſen- 
timents of the profoundeſ! reſpett and 
modeſty, how do we comply with this 
duty? leſs reſpett is ſhown to him in his 
temples, than to a temporal prince in his 
drawing room. Modeſty 1s reſerved for 
the palaces of the great. Some fit, loll 
and ſtare about with ſuch an air of diffi- 
pation, as clearly evinces their thoughts 
and hearts to be ſome where elſe. Buſi- 
neſs ad pleaſure are ſometimes here 
topics of a *profane converſation, The 
heathens are more religiouſly employed 
in the temples of their falſe gods. 
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How many churches and chapels are a 
diſgrace to religion? How many do ve 
ſee ſo unprovided, fo dirty, ſo neglected, 
and ſo abandoned, that God ſeems to 
be worſe lodged than the pooreſt of his 
creatures. 

I will dwell no longer on theſe out- 
ward irreverences. Could we penetrate 
into the recefles of the heart, we ſhould 
diſcover ſtill more heinous crimes. What 
are the diſpoſitions of many at commu- 
nion and at maſs? In the former we 
receive 188 Chriſt, who comes himſelf 
to us with an infinite love. What return 
do we make to it? What diſguſt, what 
reſtraint, what repugnance? It was ne- 
ceſſary to command it under pain of 
damnation. How many commit a fa. 
crilege and give to Jeſus Chriſt the 
treacherous kils of Judas ? 

As to the maſs, the behaviour of thoſe 
who aſſiſt at it, is ſcarce leſs faulty. It 
is marked with indifference, ſloth and 
diſreſpect. What is their faith, their de- 
votion, their love? Many neglett to at- 
tend. The leaſt excuſe ſuffices for their 
ablence; but if they do attend, they are 
tired, they are diſtracted, the maſs is too 
long, and while Jeſus Chriſt ſacrifices 
himſelf for them, they find half an hour 
fatiguing 
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fatiguing for their attention. Here let us 
conclude. It is too evident that turn 
your:eyes, where you will, you meet with 
nothing but a want of love, of reſpec, of 
gratitude to Jeſus Chriſt, every where 
indifference, ingratitude and contempt. 
This is the return, which chriſtians make 
to the love and the generoſity of their 
God. 
Here my voice falters, and the pen 
falls from my hand. Angels and Pro- 
hets alone can expreſs my ſentiments 
and the horror I feel at the recollettion 
of the injuries offered tomy God. Floods 
of tears will not waſh away this bitter 
anguiſh. To make a deeper impreſſion 
on the heart of man, I will recapitulate 
what I have ſaid in this chapter. May 
all chriſtians ſenſible to equity, to rea- 
ſon and humanity attend to my com- 
plaints and be covered with confuſion. 
Jeſus Chriſt the only Son of God, the 
Maſter of the world, the Sovereign of 
angels and men, the Creator of the 
univerſe, and in a ſpecial manner the 
God of chriſtians, their King, their Fa- 
ther, their Saviour; this ſame Jeſus who 
came down from heaven for our ſakes, 
who from an exceſs of love became man, 


who conſecrated every moment of his 
life 


T.e. 


— 


pn. — — — —-H — 8 oy 


1 no r on =aG- Hy” Y c—c -- x — a wu www J<_< ann A mz LIvq0,HH Ae > 


* =. Ms f A 2 * — 


A ˖ . ith 


SACRED HEART OF JESUS. 57 
life to their ſalvation, who died on a croſs 
to deliver them from bell and to open to 
them the gates of heaven; this ſame [eſus 
who by another effect of his immenſe love 
has again appeared among them, and to 
prevent the probability of a ſeparation 
has inſtituted the facrament of the altar, 

wherein he reſides really, corporally anc 
perpetually, is near them and often in 
the ſame houſe with them; this ſame. 
Jeſus 1s not loved, 1s forgotten, aban-' 
doned, deſpiſed, and outraged. Ye hea- 
vens be aſtoniſhed at this prodigy of in- 
gratitude, and ye inhabitants of the earth 
tremble with horror. If this account 
ſhould ever reach infidel nations, what 
will they ſay of us? Who can theſe chri- 
ſtians, theſe inhuman creatures be? ho- 
barbarous a nation! in what inhoſpitable 
climate, and under what frozen heaven do 
they exiſt? What! can they be inſenſi- 
ble to the love of a God, to ſuch a love? 
can they be ungrateful after ſo many 
favours received? can they carry their 
ingratitude ſo far as to abuſe and inſult 
their benefadtor? | 
O Telus! whoſe tender wht was ever 
inſenſble to the crime of ingratitude, how 
muſt thou reſent this cruel behaviour? 
| I What 
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What deeper wound could be given to 
thy loving heart? O ſacred heart! pro- 
claim aloud tby complaints, ſtrike and 
pierce our hearts. 


The juſe Complaints of Feſus Chriſt. 


Theſe complaints were made by Jeſus 
Chriſt to the holy Nun the venerable 
mother Mary Margaret mentioned. in the 
foregoing chapters. 

Diſcloſing to me his divine heart he 

| \ I Behold this heart which has loved 
mankind, and ſpared nothing even to the 
waſting and conſuming ſelf in teſtimony of 
its love. 

Come my ſpouſe! come and behold 
the ſtate to which my love for mankind 
has reduced me. I ſaw man oppreſſed 
with miſeries and infinite evils; moved 
with compaſſion, I was defirous to deli- 
ver him, and for that end I ſtripped my- 
felf of all the pomp and ſplendor of my 
glory.; I came down from heaven, I an- 
nihilated myſelf and took upon me the 
form of a ſlave. My defire was to be- 
come like man. I took a body ſubjedct to 
all human miſery, and paſſed my life a- 


midſt labors and ſufferings. I ſuffered 


poverty, 
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poverty, watchings, hunger, thirſt, cold 
and heat, in a word whatever the hatred 
of man could cauſe me to ſuffer. My 
Father required ſtill more; according to 
his eternal decrees I was to ſhed m 

blood and die upon a crols amidſt the 
moſt cruel torments. I delivered up my 
body; I was loaded with chains, beat and 
buffeted, whipped at the pillar, ſpit on, 
crowned with thorns, and nailed to the 
croſs, where I ſhed the laſt drop of my 
blood. Conſider this attentively my 
ſpouſe ! and reflect that though innocent, 
though God and man, I was faſtened to the 
croſs and died on it to ſave guilty man, 
to ſet ſlaves free, and to redeem my crea- 
tures. I could have redeemed man at 
not ſo dear a rate; one drop of my blood, 
one tear would have been ſufficient, but 
my love would not have been ſatisfied, 
I would ſhow the greatneſs of my love 
by the greatnels of my ſufferings. I did 
tor man ſomcthing which ought to move 
him (till more. Ileft him my fleſh as food, 
and my blood as drink. I would be u- 
nited with my creatures ſo as to become 
one and the fame with them, and 1 have 
done every thing to give them proofs of 
my love in order to ſoften their hearts, 
12 . and 
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and to inſpire ſome feelings of love and 
gratitude into them. But alas! whatever 
TI have done has been in vain at leaſt for 
the greateſt part. In return I generally 
meet with nothing but ing ratitude, contempt, 
facrileges and coldneſs even in the very ſa- 
crament of my love, and ſtill what ſenſibly 
afjetts me is that I receive this uſage from 
hearts peculiarly conſecrated to my ſervice, 
Thus my heart has alſo ſubjett to com- 

plain on this myſtery where it is daily ex- 
poſed to be diſhonored and abuſed. In 
this abandoned ſtate I ſeek from thee 
and the ſmall number of faithful ſouls 
ſome conſolation. I expect that thou 
being ſenſible of the injuries and inſults ! 
endure, take part with me and endeavor to 
repair them. But to teach thee particu- 
larly what my heart defires, my will is and 
1 demand of thee that the firſt Friday afier 
the oflave of the bleſſed ſacrament be con ſe- 
crated to a ſpecial feaſt in honor of my heart, 
that a ſolemn reparation of honor and a 
public aft of atonement be offered to it on 


that day and holy communion, received with | 


an intent to repair by it as far as poſſible all 
the injuries and affronts it has received when 
expoſed on the altars. 


O de- 
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O devout and attentive reader! what 
have. you to ſay, what have you to an- 
ſwer to theſe {o juſt complaints of thy 
amiable Saviour? Can you hear them 
and not be moved with compaſſion ? Ir 
may be true that he has not received ſuch 
injuries from you, but do not imagine 
that it is enough for you to abſtain from 
injuring him; you ought to ſhow your 
gratitude and hdelity in taking part in the 
affronts, which he receives from others, 
in eſtifying your grief and making him 
reparation to the utmolt of your power, 
And indeed what would you ſay of a ſon, 
who ſeeing his father inſulted, ſhould 
think himſelf free from blame if he only 
refuſed to join himſelf with thoſe who in- 
fulted him, Would you not fay that he 
ought to repreſs thoſe inſults to the ut- 
moſt of his power? and ſhall we be leſs 
zealaus for the glory of Jeſus Chrilt ? 
Ah! 1 could not ſee my friend inſulted 


and abuſed without teſtifying my ſorrow 


and doing all in my power to procure 
bim comfort, and can I ſee ſuch atroci- 
ous' crimes committed againſt my Savi- 
our without being moved? I know that 
chap Chriſt has been expoſed for the 
ove of me to a thouland indignities in 

the 
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the holy e ement of the altar, that his 


ſacred Body has been pierced by the 


Jews a thouſand times in the conſecrated 
hoſts, that it has been thrown into the 
fire, trodden under foot and ſhamefully 
diſhonoured by ſo many profanations and 
ſacrileges as cannot be numbered, and 
can I lee all theſe indignities and remain 
inſenſible? O Lord! let me die rather 
than be guilty of ſo much ingratitude; 
let my heart be torn from me rather than 
remain inſenſible of ſo much goodnels. 
O my divine Saviour! let me join with 
thoſe faithful fouls, who love and wiſh to 
pleaſe thee; let me aſſociate with thoſe 
who make it their duty to repair the in- 


juries done thee. I will often go and 


proſtrate myſelf at thy teet at the foot of 
the altars, where thou remaineſt, and I 
will there bewail thy love treated with ſo 
much contempt. 1 will waſh with my 
tears thole holy places fo often profaned 
and will there make an honorable repara- 
tion ſo juſtly due to thy divine heart for 
my own {ins and ingratitudes and for 
thoſe of mankind. Thus proſtrate at thy 
feet my amiable Jeſus! I will conſider 
mylelf as happy, and eſteem it as the 
greateſt of favors that thou willt permit 
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me to be in thy divine preſence in ſuch a 
ſtate of humiliation, 

Now devout reader! is it not juſt, 
holy and worthy of a Chriſtian to enter- 
tain ſuch ſentiments? Let me aſk if a 
devotion of which the principal end is to 
mlprre ſuch ſentiments, is not a ſolid de- 
votion, if it is not according to true pie- 
ty? Finally if a feaſt inflituted to pay ſo 
juſt a tribute of honor to the ſacred heart 
of Telus ſhould not be added to thoſe al- 
ready inſtituted for the glory of God and 
the edification of the faithful ? 

Our holy mother the Catholic Church 
conlecrates every year a week to honor 
the ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt. During 
this otave it endeavours to repair the 


_—_— — 


outrages, abuſes and inſults which he re- 


ceived on the croſs dying there to redeem 
and ſave us. It pays the greateſt honors 
to Jeſus Chriſt ſuffering and at the ſame 
time honors allo the inſtrument of our 
ſalvation. Nothing can be more com- 
mendable and jult than this inſtitution. 
But Jeſus Chriſt has not loved us leſs in 
the bleſſed ſacrament than in his paſſion, 
and he has not been leſs inſulted in this 
myltery of his love than in that of his 
death. What then can be more reaſon- 

| able 
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able than the inſtitution of a feaſt in or- 
der to repair thoſe injuries, and to en. 
gage the faithful to fulfill publicly ſo holy 
a duty, and what. is more becoming than 
to inſtitute this feaſt in honor of his ſacred 
heart, fince it was the inſtrument and ſeat 
of his love and ſufferings ? 


Objeftion. 


If the Church approves a feaſt in ho. 
nour of the divine heart of Jeſus Chriſt, 
why not approve of other feaſts to honour 
every part of his ſacred body? Whya 
particular feaſt in honour of his divine 
heart? Moreover the ſeaſts are already 
ſo.numecous in the church, that it ſeems 
improper to multiply them; new offices 
interrupt thoſe, which the church has 
formerly inſtituted. 

As this objettion has made great im- 
preſſion on many, who have taken no 
pains: to examine it, I have thought it 


neceſſary to mention it in a ſeparate arti-. 


cle and to ſhow the weakneſs of it. 

I. The numerous Confraternities, who 

celebrate the feaſt of the ſacred heart 

with great ſolemnity, the number of 

Biſhops who have approved them; the 
| number 
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number of briefs of indulgences granted 
to them by the holy See, are a great proof 
that the above objettion has nothing ſo- 
lid. It is of little purpoſe to diſpute 
whether the feaſt of the ſacred heart de- 
ſerves to be approved. In a point of this 
nature a great part of the Church autho- 
riſed by ſo many Biſhops and the holy 
See cannot miſtake; for which reaſon 
the objeation which oppoſes the inſtitu- 
tion of this feaſt, can make no impreſſion 
on a faithful and devout ſoul. 

II. The above objettion can be of no 
weight unleſs we ſuppoſe that the motives 
which authoriſe the feaſt of the ſacred 
heart, are common to the other parts of 
his ſacred body, but this ſuppoſition will 
ſeem unwarrantable to any one who has 
paid the leaſt attention to what we have 
ſaid in this work either with regard to 
the feaſt itſelf, or the privileges and pre- 
eminences of the heart, or with regard 
to other deciſive circumſtances, which we 
have pointed out. 

With regard to the feaſt, we have ex- 
plained its nature in the firſt chapter, and 
we have obſerved that its having for its 
ſpiritual object the love of Jeſus Chriſt 
abuſed and inſulted by the ingratitude of 
K mankind, 
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mankind, nothing could be mote proper 
than to give it for its corporal object the 
heart of Jeſus as being eſſentially con- 
nected with the divine love, and the cen- 
tre of the ſufferings inflicted on him by 
man. This is a ſuſhcient anſwer, which 
will ſuffer no reply. We celebrate the 
feaſt of the heart together with that of the 
love. Are we from thence to conclude 
that every part of the ſacred Body of 
Jeſus Chriſt ought to be celebrated by 
a particular fealt? Where is the con- 
cluſion? 

As to the privileges of the ſacred heart 
they are ſo ſingular, ſo ſpecific, ſo admi- 
rable and ſo certain, that it is not poſſible 
for a perſon who has read what we have 
publiſhed on this ſubject, to doubt a mo- 
ment of its excellence and pre- eminence. 
There is to be found in this pre- eminence 
a clear and ſolid anſwer to the objedtion, 
which loſes all its weight, ſince with re- 
gard to the ſacred heart there are ſuch 
ſpecific reaſons for the preference given 
to it. 

It is true that every part of his ſacred 
Body is holy and adorable, but it is not 

| ſufficient for the inſtitution of a public 
feaſt that a thing is holy. A choice 1 * 
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be made, which muſt be directed by the 
holy Spirit, which governs the church 
and it is viſible that this choice is always 
in favour of what is the molt excellent 
and proper to excite and encourage the 
piety of the faithful. All the actions of 
Jeſus Chriſt are holy, but the church does 
not inſtitute a ſeaſt for all of them. All the 
myſteries of the life of Jeſus Chriſt were 
holy, and yet the church does not ho- 
nour them by a pariicular feaſt. She has 
choſen out the moſt admirable, the moſt 
moving, and the moſt inſtructive. All 
the ſufferings vf Jeſus Chriſt are holy and 
deſerving the love and gratitude of man- 
kind, and yet this is not a ſufficient mo- 
tive to engage the church to honour them 
ſeparately; 1t is not therefore reaſoning 


juſtly to ſay, if the church approves the 


feaſt of the ſacred heart, it ought to eſta- 
bliſh a feaſt for all the other parts of his 
ſacred Body; there is in all theſe things 
as we have ſaid, a wile diſtindion to be 


made, which belongs to the Holy Ghoſt, 


who inſpires the church. 

Among other deciſive circumſtances in 
favour of the devotion and fealt of the 
lacred heart which we have already re- 
marked, the principal, to which the church 

K 2 ſeems 
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ſeems to have paid a particular attention, 
is the will of God on this occaſion ſuffi. 
ciently manifeſted. Now in theſe matters 
Almighty God is accuſtomed to manifeſt 
his will by different ways, by particular 
revelations, by miracles, by inſpiring the 
chief paſtors of the church, by moving 
the hearts of the faithful, by the concur. 
rence of different nations, and by the 
humble petitions addreſſed to the holy 
See by different Biſhops and Sovereign 
Princes, and it is to be remarked that all 
theſe ſigns of the divine will concur in 
favour of the devotion and feaſt of the 
ſacred heart, as has been already proved 
by what we have ſaid above. 

Having made theſe remarks, let us re- 
turn to the objettion and endeavour to 
thow the emptineſs of it: we celebrate 
the feaſt of the ſacred heart of Jeſus be- 
cauſe this heart is the principle of the 
ſenſible love of Jeſus Chriſt, the ſeat of 


his love, the ſymbol of his love, and the 


precious pledge of his love; becauſe this 


heart was the centre of the ſufferings 
cauſed by the ingratitude of mankind; ' 


becauſe it was intimately united with 
thoſe ſufferings, and pierced on the cro!s 
with the ſtroke of a lance; now all theſe 
| privilegas 
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heart as not to agree with the other parts 
of the ſacred Body ; if therefore we cele- 
brate the feaſt of the ſacred heart, we 
ought allo to have feſtivals in honour of 
the other parts of his ſacred Body, who 
does not ſee the falſchood of ſuch reaſon- 
ing: moreover we have in favour of the 
feſtival of the ſacred heart all the ſigns of 
the divine will, we can deſire; expreſs 
revelations, inſpirations granted to the 
chief paſtors, the divine impreſſion on the 
hearts of the faithful, the concurrence of 
different nations, the petition to the holy 
ſee from Bifhops and ſovereign Princes, 
&c. Now there 1s nothing like to this 
with regard to the other parts of the ſa- 
cred body, all which proves the objec. 
tion, which has been ſo often canvalled, 
to be frivolous, and not worthy to be 
noticed. 

As for what remains, thuſe who are 
afraid that on account of the devotion 
and feſtival of the ſacred heart, other 
improper devotions and feſtivals ſhould 
be introduced into the church, need only 
to attend to that conſtant truth that the 
eſtabliſhing a devotion and a feaſt is not 
the work of man but of God. A man 


may 
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may imagine a devotion little becoming 
the ſanttity, the majeſty and the wiſdom 
of the church; he may undertake to 
eſtabliſh it, he may prattiſe it and endea- 
vor to inſpire it to others, but to eſtabliſh 
it in a great part of the church and among 
different people, to introduce it into dif- 
ferent provinces and kingdoms fo that it 
may become every where public, as 1s the 
devotion to the ſacred heart, that ſur. 
paſſes the human underſtanding, and con- 
ſequently it is not doing juſtice to the 
divine providence which watches over 
the church, to fear that the eſtabliſhing a 
feltival in honour of the ſacred heart ſo 
proved to us to be the will of God, 
ſhould be introduttive of other devotions 
ſuperfluous and improper. | 

But you will object again and ſay. 
There are already too many feaſts in the 
church, why multiply them? would you 
then put limits to the divine providence ? 
are there no more devotions among the 
treaſures of the divine wiſdom proper 
to edify the church, to honour leſus 
_ Chriſt and excite the devotion of the 
faithful? Thoſe who are afraid of the 
devotions and feaſts being multiplied, 
do not reflect on the conſtant condutt * 

Go 
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God in every age, who makes uſe of theſe 
means to rouſe and renew the devotion 
of the faithful, nor to the glory which 
accrues to . Chriſt, nor to the profit, 
which the faithful receive for the ſafety 
and ſanctification of their ſouls, theſe de- 


votions and feaſts being an unexhauſted 


ſource of ſpiritual bleſſings. 

Finally, Not to leave our preſent ſub- 
jet, the devotion and feaſt of the ſacred 
heart being once eſtabliſhed, who can ſay 
how much it will contribute to the glory 
of God and the good of ſouls by the 
pious practices and exerciſes eſfentiall 
connetted with it; to the glory of Jeſus 
Chriſt by the multiplied atts of virtue 


which are proper to it, of love, of faith, 


of contrition, of reparation, of praiſe, of 
thankſgiving; to the ſanctification of fouls 

confeſſions, communions, indulgences, 
maſſes, viſiting of holy places, almſdeeds, 
acts of penance, of mortification, humi- 
lity, &c. If they did but reflect on the 
immenſe treaſure of merits by which the 
church is enriched and will continue to 
be enriched to the end of time, they 
never would dare to objett this maxim to 
us that feaſts ought not to be multiplied; 
this maxim however does not regard the 


feaſt 
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feaſt we are treating about; on the con- 
trary it ought to be conſidered as a ſpe- 
cial favour of heaven, as a molt precious 
pledge of the love of Jeſus for mankind, 
worthy to be received by the church with 
every reſpett and gratitude. 

But theſe new devotions, theſe new 
feaſts ought not to be allowed, becauſe 
they interrupt the divine ſervice formerly 
eſtabliſhed by the church; to this I an- 
{wer firſt that if this objeQion is of any 
weight, we muſt put a ſtop to all dedica- 
tions of churches, cannonization of ſaints, 
tranſlations of relics to which are annexed 
particular feaſts, maſſes and offices. Se- 
condly, were it neceſſary to ſuppreſs any 
of the feaſts, would it be proper to ſupprels 
thoſe which. regard immediately Jeſus 
Chriſt and contibute ſo much to his being 
more honoured and beloved, and have 
no other end but that? It is true that the 
ancient offices will be interrupted for that 
day, but when the church judges proper 
to order a new office more glorious to 


— 


God and of more utility to the faithful, 


is there any reaſon to murmur and com- 
plain? 
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PART THE SECOND. 


The Practice of this Devotion. 
FN general by the practice of this devo- 


tion nothing more is meant than the 
uſe of ſuch means as are beſt calculated 
to render us true adorers and faithful 
imitators of the ſacred heart of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Now this practice is both inte- 
rior and exterior. The interior practice 
conſiſts in the inward acts of faith, ado- 
ration, love, hope, confidence, gratitude 
and the like. The exterior practice con- 
fiſts in outward and viſible acts, ſuch as 
are meant to denote outwardly the in- 
ward devotion. Of this ſort are prayers, 
| L novenas, 
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novenas, confeſſions and communions, 
viſits to Jeſus Chriſt in the bleſſed ſacra- 
ment, aſſociations, confraternities, faſting, 
penances, and generally all pious and 
edifying acts, which are performed to ho- 
nor the adorable heart of our bleſſed Re. 
deemer. Whereupon it is not amiſs to 
obſerve, that we muſt not ſo reſt and de- 
pend on theſe outward prattices, as to 
perſuade ourſelves that if we have but 
performed them, we have thereby fulfil- 
led all juſtice. This would be confining 
the whole ſyſtem of deyotion to bare and 
empty ceremonies. Much leſs ought 
they to be conſidered as a claim to impu- 
nity for one's faults, or as a ſecurity of 
a aaa converſion after having long 
ſighted Almighty God's grace. This 
would be a grols illuſion and a fatal 
abuſe ever diſavowed by true devotion. 
But on the other hand hecauſe devotion 
is miſuſed, it is no reaſon why it ſhould 
be condemned or ſuppreſſed; for the belt 
things are , liable to be miſuſed. The 


— 


abuſe indeed ought to be checked, but 


the devotion itlelf wholly ſaintly and ſo- 

lid, ſhould ever be preſerved. 
Thele general notions being once pre- 
miled, let us now conſider in particular 
the 
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the devotions to be practiſed in honor of 
the ſacred heart of Jelus. Among them, 
ſome are to be performed every year, 
ſome every month, ſome every week and 
ſome every day. 


m — — 


Every Year. 


HE ſolemn feſtival of this devotion 
is fixed on the firſt Friday after the 
octave of Corpus Chriſti This day muſt 
be ſauQtified and conſecrated to the love 
of our bleſſed Saviour by prayer, pious 
reading, viſits to the bleſſed ſacrament 
and every good work; and therefore on 
the eve of this ſolemn day prepare your 
heart by ſome att of penance or charity 
for the reception of divine grace. On 
the feſtival itſelf repair to the ſacraments 
of penance and holy communion. At 
confeſſion accuſe yourſelf and deteſt in a 
ſpecial manner your many ingratitudes 
and atis of diſreipett towards the bleſſed 


ſacrament. Your communion ought to be 


per formed with ſo much the more fervor, 


as 1t is intended as a reparation of honor 
and an atonement for the many negli- 
gences and defects in former communions. 
During the day if convenient, pay a ſpe- 
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cial viſit to the bleſſed ſacrament, and 
there or in your oratory at the foot of the 
crucifix make a ſolemn act of atonement 
to the ſacred heart for all the indignities 
it daily! receives in the bleſſed Eucharilt, 
and for ſuch as we ourſelves perhaps have 


been guilty of. 


Every Month. 


ESID Es the principal feſtival which 
happens but once a year, the firſt 
Friday of every month. has been alſo con- 
ſecrated to the ſacred, heart, On that 
day the Clients endeavor to perform ei. 
ther wholly or in part the religious du- 
ties pracliſed on the feaſt itſelf, viz. con- 
feſhon, communion, viſits to the bleſlcd 
ſacrament, the reparation of honor, &c. 


Every Week. 


HE zealous clients of this devo- 

tion, who endeavor to procure for 
themſelves a more plentiful flow of hea- 
venly graces, are not ſatisſied with ho- 
noring this divine heart once a month; 
they moreover conſecrate the Friday of 
every week to its honor by the perform- 
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ance of ſome atts of devotion, ſome good 
works, or {mall mortifications interior or 
exterior in order to teſtify their gratitude, 
and repair by their love the ingratitude 
of men to Jeſus Chriſt, 


Every Day. 
Morning. 


VERY morning as ſoon as you a- 
wake, throw yourſelf in ſpirit into 
that divine heart which ſo mercifully 
watched over you whilſt you was aflcep. 
Thank [efus Chriſt for the inſtitution of 
the moſt blefled ſacrament; adore that 
moſt amiable Saviour, love him moſt ten- 
derly and entreat your Angel guardian to 
vifit him for you. When dreſſed, turn- 
ing yourlelf towards the next chapel 
where the bleſſed ſacrament is kept, make 
a profound reverence, reſolved to preſent 
yourlelf there in perſon with all proper 
convenience. In th: mean while make 
the following att of adoration. 

Jelus Chriſt my Lord and my God! 
whom I believe truly and really preſent 
in the bleſſed lacrament of the altar, re- 
ceive this my homage, and let it ſupply 
tor the delire 1 have of adoring thee 

without 
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without intermiſſion, and in return for 
thoſe ſentiments of love which thy ſacred 
heart expreſſes for us in the ever ador- 
able ſacrament. 


The Prayer of St. Gertrude to the Heart of 
Feſis 


AIL, O ſacred heart of Jeſus liv- 
ing and quickening ſource of eter. 
nal life, infinite treaſury of the divinity, 
burning furnace of divine love! thou art 
my refuge and my ſanQtuary ; O my ami- 
able Saviour! conſume my heart with 
that burning fire with which thine 1s ever 
inflamed, pour down on my ſoul thoſe 
races which flow from thy love, and let 
my heart be ſo united with thine that our 
wills may be one and mine in all things 
conformed to thine. May thine be the 
ſtandard and rule equally of my deſires 
and of my actions. Amen. 


Afternoon. 


"HIS is a time when Jeſus Chriſt is 
little thought of; thoſe therefore, 
who ſhall vifit him at this time, cannot 
but be well received; for as we are then 
carried 
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carried neither by cuſtom, nor the crowd, 
our viſits of conſequence muſt be the ef- 
fect of pure love and undoubtedly the 
occaſion of very fignal favors, as Jeſus 
Chriſt will never ſuffer himſelf to be out- 
done in point of liberality. 


At Night. 


” was the practice of St. Aloyſius Gon- 
zaga every night before he went to 
bed to ſay upon his knees three Hail 
Mary's. The firſt in honor of that in- 
ſtant in which the bleſſed Virgin Mary 
was immaculately conceived. The fe. 
cond in honor of the feaſt of the Annun- 
ciation, when ſhe became mother of God, 
and the third in honor of her glorious 
Aſſumption, in which after her death ſhe 
was united to her dear Son. After this, 
adoring in ſpirit Jeſus Chriſt on the altar 
and calting himſelf as it were into his moſt 
ſacred heart, he repoſed, ſaying with the 
author of the imitation of Chriſt : in zhis 
peace will J reſt; in thee my Feſus! and in 
thy ſacred heart will I repoſe. 


When 
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When the Clock ſtrikes: 
Ever live the ſacred Heart of Jeſus. 


moſt amiable mother of God! life 

paſſes away and death approaches: 
whe: the hour comes, be unto me I be. 
ſeech thee, a tender mother and diſpoſe 
the heart of thy bleſſed Son favorably in 
my regard, Ave Maria. 


The Ad of Conſecration to the ſacred Heart 
| / Jeſus. 


oO thee, O ſacred heart of Jeſus! to 
thee I devote and offer up my life, 
thoughts, words, actions, pains and ſuf— 
ferings. The leaſt part of my being 
{hall no longer be employed, ſave only in 
loving, ſerving, honoring and glorifying 
thee, Wherefore, O molt ſacred heart! 
be thou the ſole objett of my love, the 
protector of my life, the pledge of my 
ſalvation and my ſecure refuge at the 
hour of my death. Be thou, O moſt 
bountiful heart! my juſtification at the 
throne of God, and ſcreen me from his 
anger, which I have ſo juſtly merited. 
In 
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In thee I place all my confidence, and 
convinced, as J am, of my own weaknels, 
] rely entirely on thy bounty. Annihi- 
late in me all that is diſpleaſing and of- 
fenſive to thy pure eyes. Imprint thy- 
ſelf like a divine ſeal on my heart, that 
I may ever remember my obligations, 
never be ſeparated from thee. May my 
name alſo I beſeech thee, by thy tender 
bounty ever be fixed and engraved in 
thee, O Book of life! and may I ever 
be a victim conſecrated to thy glory, 
ever burning with the flames of thy pure 
love, and entirely penetrated with it for 
an eternity. In this I place all my hap- 
pineſs, this is all my deſire to live and 
die in no other quality, but that of thy 
devoted ſervant. Amen. 


The Litany of the Sacred Heart. 


ORD have mercy on us. 
Chriſt have mercy on us. 
Lord have mercy on us. 
Chriſt hear us. 
Chriſt graciouſly hear us. 
M God 
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God the Father of A 7 


God the Son Redeemerof the world, 

God the Holy Gholt, 

Holy Trinity one God, 

Heart of Jeſus ! 

Heart of Jeſus formed in the womb 
of the moſt Bleſſed Virgin, 

Heart of Jeſus hypoſtatically united 
tothe eternal] Word, 

Heart of Jeſus Santtuary of the Di- 


vinity, 


Heart of Jeſus Tabernacle of the | 


moſt holy Trinity, 


Heart of Teſus Templeofall Sanity, | 


Heart of Jeſus Fountain of all Graces, 

Heart of Jeſus moſt mcek 

Heart of Jeſus moſt humble 

Heart of Jeſus moſt obedient, 

Heart of Jeſus moſt chaſte, 

Heart of Jeſus Furnace of Love, 

Heart of Jeſus Source of Contrition, 

Heart of Jeſus Treaſure of Wiſdom, 

Heart of Jeſus Ocean of Bounty, 

Heart of Jeſus Throne of Mercy, 

Heart of Jeſus Abyſs of all Virtues, 

Heart of Jeſus forrowfal i in the Gar- 
den, 

Heart of [eſus ſpent with a bloody 
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Heart of Jeſus glutted with Re- 


Heart of Jeſus Santtihcation of 


proaches, 
Heart of Jeſus conſume for our fins, 
Heart of Jeſus made obedient even 
unto the death of the Croſs, 
Heart of Jeſus pierced through with 
a lance, 
Heart of Jeſus Refuge of ſinners, 
Heart of j eſus Fortitude of the juſt, 


Heart of Jeſus Comfort of the afflie- 


ted, 
Heart of eſus main Strength of the 

tempted, | 
Heart of [eſus Terror of-the Devils, 


hearts, 


Heart of Jeſus Perſeverance of che 


good, 
Heart of Jeſus Hope of the dying, 8 
Heart of Jeſus Joy of the bleſſed, 
Heart of Jeſus the Delight of all the 


—— — 
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ſaints, 
Lamb of God, who takeſt away he” 
of the world, {pare us, O Jeſus! 


Lamb of Cod, who takeſt away the 


of the world, hear us, O Jeſus ! 
Lamb of God, who takeſt away the 


J 
{fins 


fins 


fins 


of the world, have mercy on us, O 


Telus ! 


M 2 V. O 
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V. O moſt ſacred Heart of Jeſus have 
mercy on us. 

R. That we may worthily love thee with 
our whole hearts. 


Let us pray. 


God! who out of thy immenſe love 

haſt given to the faithful the moſt 
ſacred heart of thy Son our Lord as the 
object of their tender affection; grant 
we beſeech thee, that we may ſo love and 
honor this pledge of thy love on earth, 
as by it to merit the love both of thee and 
thy gift and be eternally loved by thee 
and this moſt bleſſed heart in heaven. 
Through the ſame Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 
thy Son who liveth and reigneth with 
thee in the unity of the Holy Ghoſt, one 
God world without end, Amen. 


Through thy ſacred heart O Jeſus! 
overilowing with all ſweetneſs we recom- 
mend to thee ourſelves, and all our con- 
cerns, our friends, benefaQors, parents 
and relations, our ſuperiors and enemies: 
take under thy protection this houſe, ci- 
ty, and kingdom; extend this thy care to 
all ſuch as he under any afflidtion: and 

tO 
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4 thoſe who labour in the agony and 


angs of death; caſt an eye of compal- 
ſion on the obſtinate {inner and more par- 
ticularly on the poor ſuffering fouls in 
purgatory, as alſo on thole who are en- 
gaged and united with us in the holy 
confederacy of honoring and worthip- 


ping thee. Bleſs theſe in particular, O 


bountiful Jeſus! and bleſs them accord- 
ing to the extent of thy infinite goodnels, 
mercy and charity. Amen. 


, 


An Invitation or the devout Soul's Repair to 
the Sacred Heart. 


All the faithful adorers of Jeſus are 
invited to repair in ſpirit every day at 
nine o'cluck in the morning and four in 
the evening to his divine heart in order 
to make in common ſome of the follow- 
ing aſpirations, 

O moſt ſacred Heart of Jeſus! have 
mercy on us. | 

O divine Heart wounded for love of 
us! let us ever be ſenſible of thy bounty, 
and let thy love ever plead in our favour. 
| O Heart 
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0 Heart of Jeſus burning with the 
love of us, inflame our hearts with the 
love of thee. - 


Bleſſed be the moſt adorable Heart of 


Jeſus my God for ever and ever. 

No love, no Heart equals thine, moſt 
loving eſus. 

O may thy adorable Heart be for ever 
praiſed, co all thanks both in time and 
eternity paid to it. | 

O adorable. Heart of Jeſus! mono thou 
be known, loved, and adored through. 
out the whole world. 

O divine Fire ever burning and never 
Wr en raiſe my heart into a flame, that 
I may always love, and never ceaſe from 
loving thee. 


” 


The Reparation of Honour to the = 
Heart to be made on the Feaſt itſelf, or 
at any other time in preſence of the . 
Sacrament. | 


O Moſt amiable and adorable Heart 
of Jeſus! centre of all hearts, glow- 
ing with charity and inflamed with zeal 
for the intereſt of thy Father and the ſal- 

vation 
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vation of mankind: O heart ever ſenſible 
of our miſery, and ever in motion to re- 
dreſs our evils, the real victim of love in 
the Holy Euchariſt and a propitiatory 
ſacrifice for fin on the altar of the crols ! 
ſeeing that the generality of chriſtians 
make no other return for theſe thy mer- 
cies, than contempt of thy favours, for- 
getfulneſs of their own obligation, and 
ingratitude to the beſt of benefattors; is 
it not juſt, that we thy ſervants penetrated 
with the deepeſt ſenſe of the like indig- 
nities, ſhould enter upon a due and fatis- 
factory reparation of honour to thy moſt 
ſacred majeſty? Proſtrate therefore in 
body and humbled in mind before hea. 
ven and earth, we ſolemnly declare our 
utter deteſtation and abhorrence of ſuch 
a conduct. Inexpreſhble, we know, was 
the bitterneſs, which the multitude of our 
fins brought on thy tender heart ; infuf- 
ferable the weight of our iniquities, which 
preſſed thy face to the earth in the gar- 
den of Olives, and unſurmountable thy 
anguiſh, when expiring with love, grief 
and agony on mount Calvary, in thy laſt- 
breath thou wouldſt reclaim ſinners to 
their duty and repentance. This 'we 
know, O dear Redeemer! and would moſt 


willingly 
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willingly redreſs theſe thy ſufferings by 
our own, or ſhare with thee in thine. 
O merciful Jeſus ever preſent on our 
altars, and with. a heart open to receive 
all, who labour, and are burdened! O ado. 
Table Heart of Jeſus ſource of true con. 
trition! impart to our hearts the true ſpi- 
rit of penance, and to our eyes a fountain 
of tears, that we may bewail and waſh off 
our {ins and thoſe of the world. Par- 
don, divine e ! all the injuries, re- 
roaches, and outrages done thee through 
the courſe of thy holy life, and bitter paſ- 
ſion. Pardon all the impieties, irre- 
verences, and ſacrileges, which have been 
committed againſt thee in the ſacrament 
of the Euchariſt from its firſt inſtitution. 
Graciouſly receive the ſmall tribute of 
our ſincere repentance as an agreeable 
offering in thy ſight, and in requital for 
the benefits we daily receive from the al- 
tar, where thou art a living and continual 
ſacrifice, and in union of that bloody 
holocauſt, thou didſt preſent to thy eter- 


nal Father on mount Calvary from the 


crofs. =: | 
Sweet Jeſus! give thy bleſſing to the ar- 
dent deſire we now entertain, and the ho- 


ly reſolution we have taken of ever lov- 


ing 
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ing ng and adoring thee after a proper man- 
ner in thy ſacrament of love the Eucha- 
riſt, thus to repair by a true converſion of 
beart, and a becoming zeal for thy glory 
our paſt negligences and infidelity. Be 
thou, O adorable Heart! who knoweſt the 
clay of which we are formed, be thoy our 
mediator with thy heavenly Father we 
have ſo grievouſly offended; ſtrengthen 
our weakneſs, confirm our reſolution, 
and with thy charity, humility, meekneſs 
and patience cover the multitude of our 
iniquities; be thou our ſupport, our re- 
fuge and our ſtrength, that nothing 
henceforward in life or death may ſepa- 
rate us from thee. Amen. 


The Beads or little Roſary o 4 the Sacred 
Heart, 


118 little Roſary conſiſts of a {mall 
Croſs, thirty eight Beads, that is, 
five of a larger ſize to remind us of the 
ſacred wounds of our bleſſed Saviour, and 
thirty three of a ſmaller form anſwering 
to the number of years he ſpent on earth 
in the great work of our redemption. 
Range 
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- Range the whole thus. The Croſs 
ſtands in the front, or firſt place; then 
follow three of the ſmaller Beads ſhut 
up between two larger. After which are 
three Tens or Decades of ſmall Beads, 
each Decade terminated with a large 
One. | | 


on the little Croſs. 


O Jeſus! give us thy heart as apledge 
of thy love and as a place of refuge, that 
we may find therein a ſecure —5— dur- 
ing our life, and a ſweet comfort at the 
hour of our death. Amen. 


On the great Beads. 


Thee I adore, praiſe and love, O ſa- 
cred heart of my dear Eat penetrated 
with grief at the thought of ſo many of- 
fences, which have been hitherto com- 
mitted againſt thee in the moſt holy ſa- 
crament of the altar, I offer up to thee 
the moſt amiable heart of thy moſt be- 
loved Mother with the merits of the 
ſaints in ſatisfaQtion thereof. Amen. 


On 
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On the ſmaller Beads. | 
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O ſacred heart of Jeſus burning with 
the love of us! inflame our hearts with 
the love of thee. Amen. 


A Prayer to the Eternal Father. 


Eternal Father! let me offer up 
unto thy mercy the ſacred heart of 
thy well beloved' Son, even as: he offered 
up himſelf a ſacrifice to thy juſtice, Ac- 
cept in my behalf all the deſires, ſenti- 


ments, affections, motions and all the 


actions of this ſacred heart: they are 
mine, becauſe it was immolated for me, 
they are mine, becauſe for the future I 
am reſolved to poſſeſs nothing, but what 
is peculiar to it. Receive then the me- 
rits of this ſacred heart in ſatisfattion for 
my ſins, and in thankſgiving for the be- 
nefits conferred upon me. Receive them, 
O Lord! as ſo many motives of granting 
thy ſervant thoſe peculiar graces he ſtands 
in need of, but particularly the gift of 
final perſeverance. Receive them as ſo 
many acts of love, adoration and praiſe, 
which I now offer to thy divine Majeſty. 
This ſacred heart, this heart only can 
* N 2 love, 
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love, honour and glorify thee, as thou 
deſerveſt to be loved, honoured and glo- 
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An Aſociation in Honor of the Sacred 
Hieart for the Fridays of the Month. 


THIS affociation is an aſſembly or 
agreement of ſome pious and vir- 
tuous people, who in order to honor the 
ſacred heart and to make ſome atonement 
to it, agree among themſelves to perform 
ſome particular practice of devotion on 
each Friday of the month. 5 
2. The aſſociation under our preſent 
conſideration is one of the many devo- 
tions practiſed with great advantage in 
honor of the ſacred heart, it being expe- 
rimentally certain that God almighty 
heaps bis diftingutſhed favors on ſuch, 
as are thus concerned to honor him. 
g. The number of devout perſons com- 
poſing this aſſociation may be more or 
Jeſs as they thall judge convenient. 
4. The choice of theſe practices which 
are to be found in the ſecond part of 0 
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book, may be made in the following man- 


ner. 

Let there be as many billets folded up 
as there are perſons who compote this aſ- 
foctation:; on the infide of each of theſe 
muſt be wrote ſome particular practice. 
The whole being mixed together, each 
draws one billet for himfelf, and engages 
himſelf to offer up on the Fridays of the 
following month to the facred heart that 


practice which has fallen to his lot. 


5- This choice muſt be made regularly 
on the laſt Thurſday of the expiring 
month or on the following Thurſday. 

6. Every aſſociate ſhould have in his 
houſe or chamber a picture of the ſacred 
heart, The advantage amongſt others is 
this. Should any particular be hindered 
from viſiting the bleſſed ſacrament, he 
may before this pidture acquit himſelf of 


the obligation he has voluntarily taken 


upon himſelf. jeſus Chriſt has given us 
an inſtance and proof of how great merit 
this-praQtice is in his ſight. Of this truth 


the venerable mother Mary Margaret is 
a witnels, as appears in her life wrote at 


large 1729 by that learned and illu- 
ſtrious Prelate Joſeph Languet at that 
time Biſhop of Soiſſons, and promoted 
| afte: wards 


94 THE DEVOTION TO THE 


n 2 — 


A to che Archbilhopiis of Sens, 
Our bleſſed Redeemer ſpoke to her, as is 
related in the ſaid life, as follows. 

« TI am much pleaſed with the devo. 
tion the faithful ſhow for my heart, and 
* for this reaſon I deſire the picture 
* thereof may be drawn and expoſed that 
« by this fo amiable a „ ee the 
« hearts of men may be ſoftened into re- 

« pentance. I promiſe that ſuch as in a 
© more particular manner ſhall honor this 

picture, ſhall partake more amply of 
thoſe graces with which my heart is re- 
1 pleniſhed. 2 | 

7. The virtues of the greateſt eſtima- 
tion as moſt dear to the ſacred heart of 
Jeſus among the aſſociates mult ever be 
Meekneſs and Humility and the vices op- 
polite to theſe muſt be had in equal de- 
teſtation. 

8. In general they muſt bear a truly 
chriſtian charity for each other, and ily 
all animoſity and averſion; 

9. Let each one aſk from time to time 
through the merits of the ſacred heart 
that God would prote their fellow- aſſo- 
ciates from all evils ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral, and that he would pour down his 
choiceſt bleſſings on chem not in life on- 


ly 
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8 more particularly at the hour of 
her death. | 

10. Nor muſt their charity end ak 
life. This ought to continue even be- 
yond the ſepulchre, and the living en- 
deavour to aſſiſt their deceaſed brethren 
by their holy prayers. 

If then, devout reader ! this ſacred heart 
of Jeſus is really an object of your af- 
ſections as no doubt it ought to be, make 
up amongſt thoſe with whom you live, 
your family; friends and domeſtics a ſmall 
aſſociation of this nature, and take my 
word for it Almighty God will look with 
a propitious eye both on you, and this 
your aſſembly. 


75. * 
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Five i 0 ts to the Bleſſed Sacrament in Ho- 
nor of the Sacred Heart. 


10 the firſt thank the eternal F ather for 
having given us bis only Son in the 
divine Euchariſt, and offer up to him the 
ſentiments of the ſacred heart of Jeſus in 
acknowledgment of ſo great a favor. 

In the {#086 return thanks to Jeſus 
Chriſt for baving inſtituted this adorable 


myſtery 
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myRery, and for all the favors he has 
done us in the work of our redemption, 
as alſo for having been pleaſed tio make 
his ſacred heart known to us in theſe 
latter days. | 

In the tied thank our blefſed Redeem. 
er for all the benefits we have received 
from bim in the bleſſed Euchariſt, and 
aſk of him, that all bis deſigns may be 
moſt perfectly accompliſhed in us. 
The fourth {hall be in order to be- 
moan before the ſacred heart all the ſa- 
crilegious communions which have hi- 
therto been made, and to deplore all the 
injuries, ingratitudes, contempts, diſor- 
ders and irreverences, which have hither- 
to been committed. If you have ſhared 
in theſe crimes, enter into yourſelf and 
thank Jeſus Chriſt that he has not caſt yau 
headlong into hell nor delivered up your 
ſoul to the devil, as he did that of Judas. 
You mult alſo make this viſit to conſe- 
crate-yourſelf entirely to the honor and 
glory of this ſacred heart, 

The % ought to be expreſsly to a- 


dore the ſacred heart of Jeſus in all the 


churches of the world, where he reſides. 


Four 
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Holy Communion. 


HE devout client of the ſacred heart 
finding himſelf fired with the love 

and ſurrounded with the bounties of his 
amiable Saviour, molt ardently pants after 
the happineſs. of enjoying him by the 
cloſeſt union. Repair then, O devout 
ſoul ! to the holy communion, Go thither 
with a view to honour. and glorify this 
divine heart, to obtain the graces neceſ- 
ſary to keep you from fin, to prattiſe vir- 
tue and to attain to that degree of ſanttity, 
to which Almighty God means to raiſe 
you. © Aſk all theſe graces with confi- 
dence,” ſays St. Bonaventure. Can he 
deny you any thing, who imparts to you 


himſelf? When the happy moment ap- 


proaches in which you are about to com- 
municate, imagine you hear this ſacred 
heart addreſſing you in, the following 
manner: Come to me, O ſinner! that 
thou mayeſt ever renounce fin. Come 
O afflicted ſoul! in order to receive com- 
fort. Come, O poor and indigent crea- 
ture! that thou mayeſt be admitted to 
the poſſeſſion of my Father's kingdom. 


Come, O faithful ſpouſe! that thou 
O mayeſt 
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mayeſt unite thyſelf to thy heavenly 
Bridegroom.”” Then anſwer him thus: 
e joyfully embrace, O moſt adorable 
heart! thy kind and tender invitation. I 
come to be filled with the love of thee, 
and to live by thy life. I come, to loſe 
myſelf wholly in thee and to live en- 
tirely tor thee. Bchold I open to thee 
the gate of my poor and wretched heart. 
Open thou! thine to receive mine into 
it. David called thee % God of his heart; 
be thou! the God of mine, and the ole 
maſter of it for ever.“ 

After having communicated, imagine 
that the Son of God pours down the tor- 
rent of his graces into your ſoul to raiſe 
it to life, and ſay within yourſelf, it is not 
T that live, it is Feſus Chriſt who liveth in 
me. Make an entire ſacrifice of yourfelf 
to him, as an atonement for.having ſo long 
and fo obſtinately refuſed him your heart; 
and ſhould you ftill feel any reluQtance 
in giving it quite up, beſeech him that by 
a total change and converſion thereof, 
he would add one miracle more to the 
many he has already wrought. : At part- 
ing, leave your heart as a pledge at the 
foot of the crols, unite it to the heart 
of the God of love, who refides on the 
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altar as on the throne of his mercies, to 
receive our tribute of adoration and to 
diſtribute his grace. 


Tie following five AA, to be 1 as 
certain Times by ſuch of the Aſſociates to 
whoſe Lot they ſhall fall. 

The Att of Adoration. 


. heart of Jeſus hypoſta- 
tically united to the eternal Word! 


ever preſent in the holy Euchariſt, re- 


ceive my homage and the tribute. of 
adoration which [ here bring, proſtrate at 
the throne of thy glor 
Mayeſt thou ever 5 reverenced and 
adored by all creatures, may the raiſing 
of hands, bending of knees, proſtrations 
of the body practiſed in our devotions, 
may the prayers, vows, and ſacrifices of thy 
ſervants be ever agreeable and acceptable 
to thee. May the Angels in heaven ever 
adore thee and may the hearts of all the 
faithful eſpecially that of the moſt Bleſſed 
Virgin, ever breathe out in thy honour a 
moſt ſweet odour and perſume of love, 
eſteem and reſped. 
Sweet Jeſus! receive this att of adora- 
tion. May-it be acceptable in thy fight 
2 from 
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from my hands and thoſe of thy ſervants 
of this aſſociation, whom I particularly 
recommend to thee. Amen. 


The Af of Thankſgiving. 
OST munificent heart of Jeſus hy- 
poſtatically united to the eternal 
Word! ever preſent in the holy Eucha- 
riſt, receive my homage and the tribute 
of thankſgiving which I here bring, pro- 
{trate at the throne of thy bounty. 
In the joy of my heart I return thee 
thanks for all thy favours, Ye creatures 
of God brought forth from your nothing, 
ye children of men created, redeemed 
and ſanQtified, praiſe and magnify your 
great Benefattor; but chiefly thou, O 
Immaculate and moſt pure Virgin! pre- 
ſerved from all ſpot and blemiſh, enriched 
with the fulneſs of grace, exalted above 
the nine choirs of Angels, and next in 
dignity to the throne of God, extol, praiſe 
and glorify this munificent diſpenſer of 
all good gifts. Ms 
May thy name, O moſt bountiful God! 
be ever bleſſed, may thou be ever praiſed, 
and may thy bounty be ever glorified. 
_ Sweet Jeſus! receive theſe my thanks. 
May they be acceptable in thy fight from 


my 
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my bands and thoſe of thy ſervants of 
this aſſociation, whom I particularly re- 
commend to thee. Amen. 


The Ad of Love. 


OST amiable heart of Jeſus hypo- 


ſtatically united to the eternal Word! 


ever preſent in the holy Euchariſt, re- 


ceive my homage and the tribute of love, 
which I here pay, proſtrate at the throne 
of thy charity, 

Be thou ever, O ſacred heart! obeyed 
and loved by all creatures, even as man 


is always cheriſhed and loved by thee. 


Thou haſt ſettled thy affe&ions upon 
him, and with him thou haſt ever deſired 
to dwell. O that I could love thee as 
thou deſerveſt, and as thou art loved by 
the Angels and ſaints in heaven, or at 


leaſt with a love, if not correſponding to 


thy favours, equal however in ſome mea- 


\ ſure to the greatneſs of the obligations, I 


lie under. Ye Cherubins and Seraphins, 
ye thrice happy citizens ofthe heavenly ſe- 
ruſalem, and principally thou, O moſt pure 
Virgin Mother ! ſupply by thy love what- 
ever is wanting to mine. May thy good- 
neſs, O Jeſus! he ever pralled, magnified 


and 
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and exalted; mayeſt thou ever reign as 
King, Lord, and Sovereign over all hearts, 
and may thy amiable heart draw all hearts 
to thee. 

Sweet Jeſus! receive this act of love. 
May it be acceptable in thy fight from 
my hands and thoſe of thy ſervants of this 
aſſociation, whom I particularly recom- 
mend to thee. Amen. 


An Ad of Atonement for Sin. 


— 


OST compaſſionate. heart of Jeſus 

hy poſtatically united to the eternal 

Word! ever preſent in the holy Eucha- 

riſt, receive my homage, and the tribute 

of atonement for fin, which I here pay, 
proſtrate at the throne of thy juſtice. 

W hat have we hitherto been doing, my 
God? thou haſt beſtowed on us molt ſig- 
nal favours even to the ſurprize of hea- 
ven itſelf, and theſe without any merit on 
our part, even whilſt we offended thee; 
and as thou loveſt us beyond mealure, ſo 
without meaſure thou continually heapelt 
thy bleſhiogs upon us. For all theſe what 
return have we made? what ingratitude 
have we not ſhewu? O God of pity and 
compaſſion! caſt the eye of thy mercy on 

(7 | 2 Our 


$ACRED HEART OF JESUS. 103 


— 


— 


— 


our preſent repentance, or rather look not 
on us, look on the bleſſed ſpirits in thy 
heavenly court, and eſpecially on the 
ever faithful Virgin, look on thy devout 
ſervants, who always obey thy commands, 
hearken to thy inſpirations, and follow 
thy directions. Theſe will interceed with 
thee in our behalf, theſe will atone for 
our ſins, plead our cauſe, and obtain par- 
don for paſt neglects. Theſe will keep us 
firm, and unalterable in our preſent pur- 
poſes and reſolutions of loving and ſerv- 
ing thee more fervently hereafter. 

Sweet jeſus! receive this act of atone- 
ment for ſin. May it be acceptable in 


thy ſight from my hands and thoſe of thy 


ſervants of this aſſociation, whom I par- 
ticularly recommend to thee. Amen- 


The AT of Pelitton. 


OST bountiful heart of Jeſus hypo- 
ſtatically united tothe eternal Word! 
ever preſent in the holy Euchariſt, receive 
my homage, and the tribute of prayer, 
which I here offer, proſtrate at the throne 
of thy mercy. | 
To whom, my God! can I addreſs 
my petition with equal confidence? Thy 
care watched over me from all eternity; 
in 
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in time, thy | indulgence drew me out 
from my non-exiſtence; thy goodnel; 
preſerves me every moment of life, and 
thy munificence ſupports, feeds and nou- 
riſhes me. But ſtill, my Lord and Crea- 
tor! J am environed with a world of ene. 
mies, who continually diſturb the quiet 
and peace of my mind interiorly, and 
exteriorly aſſault my weakneſs with vio. 
lence. 'I am tempted to cry out a thou. 
ſand times in the day: Save us, O Lord! 
we periſh. Open then a ſanQuuary into 
which I may retire, a refuge, where I may 
be covered againſt the attacks of my ene- 
mies, an harbour, where after eſcaping 
from the tempeſtuous waves, I may repoſe. 

Thou haſt granted the ſacred heart of 
Jon unto us, and in it thy ſervants have 
ound all theſe advantages. 

The aſſociates of the ſacred heart have 
a particular right and title to this holy 
and ſafe retreat; give them then a diſtin. 
guiſhed place in it. Thou, O Virgin 
Mother! enforce my petition by thy 
powerful mediation. 

Sweet Jeſus! receive this my prayer. 
May it be acceptable in thy ſight from 
my hands and thoſe of thy ſervants of 
this aſſociation, whom I particularly re- 
commend to thee, Amen. 


Four 


SACRED HEART OF JESUS, 105 


b — 


Four and twenty Ads of Adoration to Feſus 
in the Bleſſed Sacrament by way of Repa- 


ration for all the Offences committed a- 
gainſt him by Mankind. 


ESUS my Lord and my God ever a- 
dorable! O that I could be preſent 


in all the churches throughout the uni- 


verſe, where thou art not adored as thou 
oughteſt to be, and where thy inflamed 
love is not repaid with a gratitude wor- 
thy thy Majeſty! I fly at leaſt in ſpirit to 
theſe holy places now profaned, and of- 
fer on thy altars there all the love and 
adorations of thy holy Mother in com- 
penſation for the injuries ever done thee 
by the Jews, by Heretics, and bad Chriſ- 
tians. Eternal praiſe be to the ever bleſſed 
Sacrament of the Altar. | 

2. O Jeſus true Sun, that enlightens 
the:church, and raiſes into a flame the 
hearts of thy ſervants! I adore thee, and 
to repair the ſloth, indifference and te- 
pidity of ſo many religious perſons, who 
though favoured with the aſpett of ſo 
burning a luminary remain cold, inſen- 
ſible and inanimate, I offer up to thee 


alk. 
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all the inflamed defires of the Seraphins. 
Eternal praife &c. | 

3- I adore thee, O eternal wiſdom ! 
and to repair the grofs ignorance, which 
has cauſed us to offend thee, I offer up 
to thee all the knowledge of thoſe molt 
eblightened ſpirits the Cherubins. Eternal 
praiſe &c. 

4. I adore thee, O moſt meek and 
merciful God! and to repair all the ſins of 
anger, paſſion and revenge highly offen- 
five in thy fight, I offer up to thee the 
peace, mildneſs, and tranquillity of the 
Thrones. Eternal praiſe & c. 

5. I adore thee, O Sacrament of Love! 
and to repair all the thoughts and crimi- 
nal deſires conceived even at the very 
foot of thy altars, I offer up to thee alt 
the pure affections and chaſte deſires of 
the Dominations. Fternal praiſe &c. 

6. I adore thee, O immaculate Lamb! 
that takeſt away the fins of the world, and 
to repair all the irreverences, gazings at 
dangerous objects, and diſreſpeAfu] poſ- 
tures during the time of holy maſs, I of- 
fer to thee the profound reſpect of the 
choir of Virtues. Eternal praiſe &c. 

7. I adore thee, O fource and origin 
of all ſanctity and innocence! and to re- 

pair 
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pair the abominations committed by wic- 
ked prieſts, who conſecrate and 1cceive 
thee 1 — the [tate of mortal ſin, I offer up 


to thee the profound adorations, and holi- 


nels of the Powers. Eternal praiſe &c. 
8. I adore thee, ſovereign Lerd of the 

univerſe! io whom all knees both in hea- 

ven and earth ſhould bend, all reverence 


be paid, and in order to repair the many 


blaſphemies againſt thy honour, I offer up 
to thee the praiſes and homages of the 


Principalities. Eternal praiſe &c. 


9. I adore thee, Saviour of the world! 
to whom all fidelity and glory is due, and 
to repair the ſacrilegious communions, 
and treacheries of ſo many falſe conſci- 
ei ces, I offer up to thee the fervent and 
faithful zeal of the Archangels. Eternal 
praiſe &c. 

10. I adore thee, the delight of hea- 
ven 4 earth! and io repair the neglect, 
indiflerence, and contempt mankind ſhews 


of that amorous invitation, by which thou 


calleſt them to thy {weet embraces i in the 
holy Euchariſt, I offer up to thee the 
ready obedience, content, and happineſs 
of the Angel>. Eternal praiſe Kc. 
11. I adore thee, never falling Bounty 
and Goodneſo! and to repair man's offen- 
P 2 live 
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five diffidence in thy tender mercy. I 
offer up to thee the ſtedfaſt reliance and 
aſſurance of the holy Patriarchs in thy 
promiſes. Eternal praiſe, &c. 

12. I adore thee, O amiable Jeſus! and 
revere the ſacred myſtery of the bleſſed 
Euchariſt revealed by. thy divine word, 
taught by the church, and proved by mi- 
racles, and to repair the doubts men have 
had of thy real preſence in the holy ſa- 
crament, I offer up to thee the due ſub- 
miſſion ſhewn by the Prophets to thy di- 
vine oracles, Eternal praiſe, &c. 

13. I adore thee, moſt tender and 
moſt amiable of all fathers! and to make 
reparation for the errors and infidelities of 
thy own children, I offer up to thee the 
faith of the Apoſtles. Eternal! praiſe, &c. 

14. IJ adore thee, moſt loving Shep- 
herd! pattern of true charity, and to make 
reparation for the deſigns of revenge 
conceived in defiance of thy divine pro- 
hibitions, I offer up to thee the patience 
and prayers of the Martyrs in favour of 
their perſecutors. Tlernal praiſe, &c. 

15. 1 adore thee, inexhauſtible Fund 
of Treaſures! and to make. reparation 
for all the robberies committed in thy 
churches, I offer up to thee the rich and 
"i bountiful 
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bountiful donations of thy devout ſer- 
vants. Eternal praiſe, &c. | 

16. 1 adore thee, O moſt watchful 
Advocate! and to make 'reparation for 
the many negligences of thoſe, who have 
any authority in the church to correct 
the abuſes and irreverences there com- 
mitted againſt thee, I offer up to thee 


the exaft attention and careful ſolicitude 


of holy Biſhops and Prelates. Eternal 
fene e, 

. I adore thee, O God of infinite 
Maſeſty! and whom we can never ſuffi- 
ciently adore and reverence, and to make 
reparation for all the impious oaths pro- 
nounced againſt thee, I offer up to thee 
all the pious diſcourſes made in thy ho- 
nour by the holy Doctors of the church. 
Eternal praiſe, Ke. 

18. I adore thee, moſt hidden and moſt 
humble Divinity! and to make reparation 
for all the conteſts, diſputes, punttilios of 
honour, and ſcandal, by which thou haſt 
been offended, I offer up to thee the hu- 
mility of the holy Confeſſors. Eternal 
praiſe, &c. 

19. I adore thee, eternal Prieſt! whoſe 
delight is to offer lacrifice, and to make 
reparation for the inſults and affronts 

done 
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done to thy prieſts, religious, and virgins 
I offer up to thee thy own invincible pa- 
tience together with the true and fervent 
zeal of all good Prieſts and Apoſtolic 
preachers. Eternal praiſe, &c. 

20. I adore thee, true Bread of An- 
gels! and to make reparation for the ſins 
committed againſt thy command of abſti- 
nence, I offer up to thee the faſts and 
temperance of the holy Anchorets. Eter- 
nal praiſe, &c. | 

21. I adore thee, O God of all purity! 
and to make reparation for all the fins, 
which have hitherto been committed 
againſt the virtue of purity, I offer up to 
thee the modeſty and penance of all 
holy Religious men and women. Eternal 
praiſe, c. | 

22. I adore thee, amiable Spouſe of 
our ſouls! and to make reparation for all 
the lukewarmneſs and indifference ſhewn 
by many, particularly in time of holy 
communion, I offer up to thee the rap- 
tures, and extaſies of holy Virgins. Eter- 
nal praiſe, &c. | 

23. J adore thee, moſt worthy object 
of the love and affection of men and au- 
gels! and to repair the profanations com- 
mitted in thy churches by the effuſion of 
lo 
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fo much innocent blood, as alſo to make 
fome atonement for the poor and indigent 
manner thou art entertained there, I of- 
fer up to thee the piety of all the bleſſed 
Saints, and the diſtreſs and want in which 
thy perſecuted ſervants were in. Eternal 
praiſe, &c. 


24. I adore thee, Son of the ever glo- 


rious Virgin! and to make a general re. 
aration, as much as lies in my power, 
for all the indignities thou haſt fuffered 
from men ſince the inſtitution of this 
adorable myſtery, I have recourſe to thy 
holy Mother, looking upon her as under 
thee, the greateſt and molt ſecure refuge 
of ſinners. | 
O Queen of Heaven and Earth! hope 
of mankind, who adoreſt thy divine Son 
inceſſantly, I intreat thee, that fince I 
have the honour to be of the number of 
thy children, thou wouldſt intereſt thyſelf 
in our behalf, and make ſatisfaction for 
us, and in our name to our eternal judge, 
by rendering to him the duties, we our- 
ſelves are incapable of performing, Amen. 
Eternal praiſe, &c. 


Will 
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Will you let me, devout ſoul ! recom- 


mend to your piety another moſt eaſy 


practice. You have perhaps a number of 
friends, and thoſe equally engaged with 
you in this holy devotion. Take to your- 
ſelf ſome of theſe acts, divide the others 
amongſt theſe your friends. Let each re- 


cite daily and offer up to God the acts he 


has taken; nothing can be more practi- 
cable, nothing more agreeable io the ami- 
able and offended heart of your divine 
Saviour, or more ſatisfactory for ſo many 
offences daily committed againſt him. 


A Prayer to tmplore the grace of worthily 
receroing the Bleſſed Sacrament at the 
Hour of Death. FE 


HROUGH thy adorable heart I bleſs 

1 and praiſe thee my Lord and my 
God! for having ſo often admitted me to 
participate of the divine food of thy pre- 
cious body and blood and comforted me 
with thy ſweet and bleſſed preſence in 
the moſt holy ſacrament of the Euchariſt. 
May every creature celebrate thy praiſe, 
O mercitul and loving *:deemer! for 
having 
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having bequeathed to thy children ſo 
ineſtimable a legacy. But leſt, on ac- 
count of my ſins thou ſhouldſt reje& my 
praiſes, be pleaſed O my God! to accept 
in conjunction with them, the canticles 
of immaculate praiſe which the choir of 
angels and bleſſed ſpirits inceſſantly ſing 
forth to thy glory. 

Vouchſafe, O glorious Jeſus! that after 
making a perfect act of contrition and a 
ſincere confeſſion of my manifold ſins, I 
may at the hour of death humbly adore 
and devoutly receive thee preſent in the 
bleſſed ſacrament of the altar, as a ſweet 
viaticum for my ſupport and comfort in 
my awful paſſage to eternity; and that 
having obtained a full and complete par- 
don of all my fins, I may cloſe the laſt 
ſcene of my mortal life in the true faith 
and communion of thy holy Catholic 
Church, and in perfe& love and charity 
with all mankind. Amen. Sweet [eſus ! 
Amen. 


2 5758 A Meditation 
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4 Meditation * the Feaſt of the facred 
Heart and for the Fridays of 1 the Month, 


ONSIDER firſt that the heart of Je- 

ſus by its intimate union vith the 
divinity and on account of its own divine 
pertettions draws all the complacency of 
the eternal Father and is worthy of the 
reſpect and adorations of all creatures. 
What obligation then can be more urgent 
for us than to pay all kind of reſpett 
which we are capable of to a heart which 
is deſerving of infinitely more than we 
can offer? What more juſt than to en- 
deavor to atone by our reſpect and reite- 
rated homage for the irreverences, abuſes 
and ſacrileges with which we have per- 
haps to reproach ourſelves with regard to 
this divine heart? But we muſt not ſtop 
here; we muſt moreover have a lively 
ſenſe of the offences and ingratitude of 
others and endeavour to atone for them 
as much as lies in our power. Nor mult 
we be ſatisfied with our own atonement, 
we muſt aſpire and contribute as far as 
we are able to excite all creatures to join 


us in ſo juſt and holy a duty. 
7 | O ador- 
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O adorable heart of my amiable Jeſus! 
I adore thee with the moſt profound: ho- 
mage I am capable of; I beg thy pardon 
for all my palt offences, irreverences and 
ſacrileges; I acknowledge their injuſtice 
and enormity ; I beg thy pardon allo for 
all the ſins and ingratitudes which have 
hitherto ever been committed againſt 
thee. I moſt humbly. beleech thee to 
accept my homage and the ardent deſire 
1 have to love and honor thee, and grant 
that I may live to ſee thee known, ador- 
ed and loved by all Creatures. 
Conſider ſecondly the infinite obliga- 
tions we lay under to the ſacred heart of 
eſus for the love he bears us, and for 
the ineſtimable gift he beſtows- on us of 
himſelf in the blefled Sacrament of the 
altar, We ought zo be ever grateful, 
ever mindful of fo great a favor; and yet 
how few are there who ever think of .it; 
how few who ever return him thanks for 
it? How happy ſhould we be if incapa- 
ble as we are of offering him any thing, 
which is not infimtely inferior to what he 
bas done for us, we know how to benefit 
by his goodnels, which induces him to 
be ſatisfied with the ſincere offering up 
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to him our own hearts, and yet by a 
monſtrous ingratitude we refuſe even 
to grant him what he aſks, when it is 
not in our power to grant him what he 

deſeryes. | | 
I am penetrated with confuſion and 
forrow my amiable Jeſus ! when | reflect 
that I have hitherto lived fo forgetful of 
thy benefits and ſo careleſs in returning 
thee my thanks. It grieves me to think 
how unjuſt I have been in refuſing thee 
my wretched heart. Alas! my adorable 
Saviour! wilt thou deign now to accept 
it ? It is truly humbled and contrite. I 
will for the future rather forget my right 
hand and my own heart than forget thee. 
I will invite all creatures to unite their 
thanks with mine, and to repair with me 
our paſt ingratitudes; and 1 will not 
omit to beleech thee that through the 
merits of thy adorable heart we may after 
having loved and ſerved thee in this life, 
fing eternally. thy mercies in heaven. 

Amen. | | | Nn 
Conſider thirdly that the ſacred heart 
of Jeſus is the moſt perfed of all hearts, 
and the only one which ought to ſerve as 
a model io all others; our hearts 9 
Nt avc 
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have any claim to eternal happineſs, but 
in as much as they have conformity and 
reſemblance with the heart of Jeſus. O! 
that we would but ſeriouſly reflect on this 
truth; that we would but confider what 
a happineſs it is for us to have any like- 
neſs to Feſus Chriſt ; how humble ſhould 
we be? how patient, how meek, how rea- 
dy to forgive injuries and to love our 
enemies, of which Jeſus bas given us ſo 
great an example. Happy they who by 
a fincere devotion to the ſacred heart 
conſtantly apply themſelves to imitate 
the virtues of this divine heart, 

\ I bheſeech thee my amiable Saviour! 
to bleſs with thy grace the endeavors of 
thoſe whom thou haſt inſpired with zeal 
for the devotion to thy amiable heart. 
May it be more and more propagated 
among the faithful and may they acquire 
by this means ſuch a conformity with 
thee who art the model of the elect, that 
they may deſerve to be partakers of the 
[= which thou "ITE in heaven. 
'Amen. 


MOST AMIABLE HEART 


Beloved obje& of our moſt tender af- 
fections! may all honor, glory, love and 
bene- 
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benediction be ever given to thee. Be 
thou our comfort in adverſity, our guide 
in proſperity, our ſafety in dangers and 
protection againſt all our enemies viſible 


and inviſible. Ame 
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